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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR. 
New-York, lugust 14. 

Dear Witiram—As it is according to our invariable 
practice to give both sides of a question, and as it will 
make a proper finish of the present volume of the Rr- 
GISTER, you will proceed to insert Mr. Webster’s 
speech on the tariff, which should almost naturally 
rollow Mr. Clay’s. With this speech itis my design to 
conclude the general discussion of that great subject, 
though I shall carefully glean from my files some por- 
tion of the highly interesting and important statistical 
matter which was furnished by diiferent gentlemen 
while the question was debated in congress. Before 
the next volume is commenced, I shall be at my post, 
unless prevented by acts not within my own control, 
and I hope that, with renewed industry and increased 
strength, I shall be able to make up any lee-way which 
my absence may have occasioned. 


The information that I have obtained as to men 
and things during my journey, I cannot help believ- 
ing will prove profitabie to myself, and, possibly, use- 
ful to others; and it is my design freely to give my 
opinions as to certain transactions that have pas- 
sed under my own observation. To prepare myself 
for this, I shall pay a short visit to Boston, that, on 
the summit of Bunken’s Hit, I may seriously reflect 
on the subject and determine the point—whether it 
is best that the free people of the United States shall 


——— 
oma 


escort between the south part of the Battery and Go- 
vernor’s Island, and thence proceed in order to Sif- 
ten Island. The squadron, bearing six thousand of 
our fellow-citizens, majestically took its course 
towards Staten Island, there to take on board our 
long expected and honored guest. At 1 o’clock the 
fleet arrived at Staten © and, andinafew minutes, a 
landau was seen : ching the hotel, near the 
ferry. The genera vice-president and the ex- 
governor, Ogden, of ..c.Jersey, having alighted, a 
\procession was formed, and the venerable stranger, 
Yo vabge by these gentlemen, followed by all the 
officers of the island, and acrowd of citizens, passing 
ithrough a triumphal arch, round which was tastefully 
entwined the French and American colors. Ile was 
here met by the committee of the common council, 
who conducted him on board the Chancellor. On 
entering this splendid vessel, the marines paid him 
military honors. He was now introduced to the 
committees from most of our honored associations, 
and the general officers representing the infantry. 
The West-Point band all this time were playing “See 
| the conquering Hero comes,” ‘‘On peut onetre mieux,” 
| ‘Hail Columbia,” and the ‘“‘Marsellais Hymn.” The 
steam ship now fired a salute, and the whole squad- 
|Ton got under way for the city. 

| Decidedly the most interesting sight was the recep- 
tion of the general by his old companions in arms: 











exert their own discretion “in the management of | Colonel Marinus Willet, now in his eigty-fifth year, 


their own affairs,” or yield themselves up to juntos and 
regencies of persons “‘secking power and forgetting 
right!’ I confess that I have not much doubt on the 
matter!—but if any one will designate the spot where- 
on WARREN, the first great martyr to our liberties, 
fell, I will, on that spot, resolve what it shall appear 
to be required of me to do, with the small means that 
Faia on an occasion so interesting to the repub- 
ic. 


ARRIVAL OF GeN. LA Faverre. It is with feelings 


of the utmost pleasure we announce the arrival of 


this distinguished soldier and patriot of the revolu- 
tion. He came passenger in the Cadmus from Havre, 
accompanied by his sou, George Washington La Fa- 
yette, and arrived at the quarantine ground, near 
New York, on the 15th inst. He landed from the 
Cadmus at an early hour in the morning, and repaired 
to the dwelling of the vice-president on Staten Island. 


Immediately on his arrival being known, he was 
waited on by a committee of te corporation of New 
r : . . . — j 
York and a great number of distinguished citizens. He | 


igencral Van Cortland, general Clarkson, and other 
revolutionary worthies. He knew and remembered 
them all. it was a re-union of a long separated family. 


| After the ceremony of embracing and congratula- 
|tions were over, he sat down alongside of colonel 
| Willet, who grew young again and fought all his bat- 
| tes over. “Do you remember,” said he, “at the 
‘battle of Monmouth, I was a volunteer aid to general 
‘Scott? Isaw you in the heat of battle. You were 
‘but a boy, but you were a serious and sedate lad. 
| Aye, aye; Iremember well. And on the Mohawk, I 
sent you fifty Indians, and you wrote me, that they set 
‘up such a yell that they frightened the British horse, 
| and they ran one way and the Indians another.” 

| No person who witnessed this interview, will ever 
| forget it; many an honest tear was shed on the occa- 


s$10n. 


He landed amidst the cheers and acclamations of 
30,000 people, who filled the Castle, Battery and sur- 
rounding grounds within sight. 
| After partaking of some refreshment, the whole ¢a- 
_valeade moved in the direction of the City Hall. The 


general rode uncovered, and received the unceasing 


is in “excellent health, full of conversation and re-| shouts and the congratulations of 50,000 freemen, 
joiced, beyond measure, in having his foot upon! with tears and smiles, which bespoke how deeply ‘he 
American ground.” felt the pride and glory of the occasion. 


, 
On the following day he was conducted to the city} After the ceremonies of presentation, &c. at the 
amidst every demonstration of joy thata grateful peo- | City Hall, he was conducted to his lodgings at the City 


ple could bestow, reflecting the highest credit on the Hotel, and he had the extraordinary condescension 
patriotic citizens of New York, anda just tribute to| and good feeling to come out and shake hands with 
lhe veteran whose blood and treasure so essentially | 


\six or seven hundred American youths, the future 
contributed to the enjoyment of our present blessings. | conservators of his fame. This circumstance has 
The following interesting particulars are extracted | planted in the minds of these little ones, the strongest 
from the New York “Commercial Advertiser:” affection for the man, W hich will go with them through 
The committee having chartered the steam slip | life, and endure till its close. 
Robert Fulton, and the steam boats Chancellor Liy-| Such is a faint outline of the proceedings of a day 
ingston, Oliver Ellsworth, Henry Eckford, Connecti- | which shines proudly in the annals of our country— 
cut, Bellona, Olive Branch, Nautilus, &c. they were | proceedings which were more brilliant than any that 
all superbly dressed with flags and streamers of every | have ever been witnessed in America. and which wil] 
Ration, and directed to mect and form an aquatic ‘rarely. if ever, be equatied. 
Vor. XX" J—-27 
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La Faverre was dear to the Maryland statésmen{ Disturbances continued in Ireland. A respectable 
and soldiers of 1776 and 1784: in proof of which, | protestant was literally stoned to death in Scariff by 
among: other evidences, we invite the attention of | the catholics. 
our readers to the following preamble and law ex-| Lord Byron’s remains have been conveyed to Eng- 
tending to him the right of citizenship. They breathe |land. The body was to be entombed at Nottingham 
the warm and strong feelings of those who knew him | on the 16th July. 
well. They speak a language to which the heart of | France. The annual budget had been under discus- 
every Marylander, we hope and doubt not, responds, | sion in the French chambers, and met with no very 
at this time, in cheerful and hearty accordance. strong opposition. The remarks of some of the de- 

[ Fredericktown Herald. | puties were marked with hostility to every principle. 
An act to naturalize major general the marquis de | bordering on liberal. 

La Fayette, and his heirs male, forever. [Passed{| On Monday, the 5th July, the Americans in Paris 

Nov. session, 1784.] ‘celebrated the anniversary of American indepen- 
General La Fayette was present and gave 





~~ weed 











Whereas the general assembly of Maryland, anxious | dence. 


to perpetuate a name dear to the state, and to recog- 
nize the marquis de La Fayette as one of its citizens, 





the following toast: 
“To the holy alliance of all the friends of liberty 


who, at the age of 19, left his native country, and risk- | and equality, and may the enemies of the cause of 
ed his life in the late revolution; who, on his joining | independence never succeed in their intrigues to di- 
the American army, after being appointed by congress | vide where they cannot conquer.” 
to the rank of major general, disinterestedly refused} Countess de Noailles, the mother of general La 
the usual reward of command, and sought only to de- | Fayette, recently died in Paris. 
serve, what he attained, the character of patriotand| Charles Le Brun, known as third consul during the 
soldier; who, when appointed to conduct an incur- | time of the consular government, has also departed 
sion into Canada, called forth, by his prudence and_ this life. 
extraordinary discretion, the approbation of con-; Spain. Accounts from Cadiz complain of an ex- 
gress; who, at the head of an army in Virginia, baffled | ceeding drought which has destroyed nearly all vege- 
the manceuvres of a distinguished general, and excit- tation. The wells and springs are all dried up, and 
ed the admiration of the oldest commanders; who | man and beast are languishing under this afflicting 
early attracted the notice and obtained the friendship | calamity. 
of the illustrious general Washington; and whola-| Portugal. The \ ng of Portugal, it is said, has ap- 
bored and succeeded in raising the honor and name! plied to the British government for the use of troops 
of the United States of America: Therefore, | to check the turbulence of his subjects; and it is fur- 
Be it enacted by the general assembly of Maryland, That | ther stated, as a fact, admitting of no doubt, that the 
the marquis de La Fayette, and his heirs male for- | British government had acceded to the request, and 


- ever, shall be, and they, and each of them, are here- | were on the point of sending Hanoverian troops to 


by deemed, adjudged, and taken to be natural born Lisbon, and that transports had been taken up for 
citizens of this state, and shall’henceforth be entitled that purpose. Later accounts say, that, in “addition 
to all the immunities, rigths and privileges of natural to the Hanoverians, a detachment of English marines 
born citizens thereof, they and every one of them has been ordered to the Tagus, who are to embark 
conforming to the constitution and laws of this state, forthwith.” 


. . . . *4? ! . . . . 
in the enjoyment and exercise of such immunities,; The Infant don Miguel is making a great figure in 


rights and privileges. 
{There was a similar act passed by the legislature 
of Virginia, and, perhaps, also by other states. ] 


se 


Buack Rocx narpor. Since the Ist of June, 230 
rods of the mole or pier, which is to form the outer 
limit of Black Rock harbor, has been censtructed in 
the most rapid and difficult part of the river, where 
the average depth of the water is from 14 to 15 feet. 
It is said there are near 200 rods more to be made, 


about 150 of which will be put down by the 10th of | 


September, which, it is thought, will be sufficient for 
easy passages of sloops into and out of the harbor, 
and also for the supply of the canal with water. Great 
progress had also been made with the dam and lock 
thatare to connect Squaw island with the main land, 
and toraise the harbor to the level of the lake. It is 
anticipated that the harbor will be so far completed 
as to be filled with water and ready for use in the 
month of November next. ‘The whole expense of 
this magnificent work,’ says the Norfolk Beacon, 


“which is calculated not only to afford asafe and spa- : 


cious harbor for lake vessels, but to serve.as a sub- 
stitute for two and a half miles of expensive canal, 
will be 15,000 dollars less than it would cost to make 
a simple boat canal, along the shore, to the lake, by 
the most convenient route; and 100,000 less than it 
would cost to extend the canal to the lake, by the way 
of Buffalo creek.” 
FOREIGN NEWS. 
From London papers to July 13. 

Great Britcin and Ireland. Tamahamflu, wife of 
the king of the Sandwhich Islands, died in hondon on 
the. 8th July. 


; Paris. 
| Germany. <A caucus of the allied ministers has 
|been held at the residence of Prince Metternich— 
ostensibly to regulate the affairs of Germany. 

| Thetotal population of the German confederation 
may be divided into nearly 17,000,000 millions of 
catholics, 13,000,000 of protestants, and 200,000 
Jews. These are scattered over a superfices of 
11,870 demi square miles of Germany. The federa! 
army in time of peace, is fixed at301,780 men, and in 
‘time of war at 452,670. 


| Prussia. Two hundred and fifty students have been 
‘expelled the university of Halle, in Prussia; suppos- 
ed on account of their political prineiples. 


Russia. The emperor of Russia has been elected o 
member of the Horticultural society of London. 

The differences with the Porte have been amicably 
settled. 

An Ukase, to the effect, that no Russian functionary 
‘shall publish, without special permission, any work 
‘in any language whatever, which treats of the domes- 
tic or foreign aflairs of the empire, has been issued by 
order ef the emperor. 
| Turkey and Greece. Accounts have been received 
in London, confirming the account of the defeat of the 
‘Turkish commander in chief. The Turkish tro: ps 
fought with more courage than usual, and for a time 
_the issue of the contest seemed doubtful. In the end. 
| however, the patriotic defence of the Greeks pre 
'vailed, and the pacha was compelled, with some loss, 
to make a retreat to Larissa, where he was to wait 
for reinforcements from Romelia. From the same 
source we learn that the corps of Constantine 6 2z- 
zaris, and the troops of the pacha of Scutari, had met, 
and thatan engagement had taken place, which must 
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have terminated favorably to the Greeks, as Constan-, is so well understood by American navigators, that 
{ine remained in possession of the field, and the| the Frances, lately arrived at Norfolk from Liverpool, 
Turks had fallen back 19 and 20 leauges, in all di-} spoke no less than three of the New York line ships, 
rections. the Pacific, W.Thompson, and Canada, on her passage 

The Turkish expedition against Scioto and northof]| Mammoth ship. The large ship built near Quebec, 
Negropont, had failed. ‘The Turks have been de-| waslaunched on the 27thJuly. Her name is the Co+ 
feated near Thermopyls, and many prisoners have!lumbus. She is 300 feet long and of proportionate 
falien into the hands of the Greeks. | breadth, although her depth is less than thatof a com- 


Prince Mavreecordato, the Greek president, has} mon sea vessel. Her strength is equal to her extraor 
marched against the Turks, under Omer Vironi, with; dinary dimensions, and she contains, although but 
every prospect ci victory. | half loaded, 5000 tons of timber 


Perfect harmony prevails in Greece. The chiefs} One hundred and twenty Swiss emigrants, have ar- 
conduct themselves well, and it was anticipated that} rived at Alexandria, D. C. from Berne—they are a 
he next eatapaign would be glorious to their cause.) hardy and valuable class of society, and will be useful 

The Greek governimeut have ratified the loan ne-! members of the state (Ohio), in which they purpose 
sociated in England. ' to settle. 

Buenos Ayres. The political and internel affairs of; Breach of the promise of marriage. Two thousand 
‘his province ar* represented os beingin a very pros-| dollars has been recently recovered in Harrodsburg, 
nerous condition. The election of a new governor, Ky. in asuit for breach of the marriage promise. 
nas taken place without any disturbance, it being the; New-York. A tragic event occurred recently in 
only instance where there has been oa change in the; New York; the following are the particulars: 
executive without the aid of military foree. A re-| A deputy sheriff called at a respectable boarding~ 
nnion of the provinees of Rio de la Platais in con-,| house in that city with a writ for two young men of 
iemplation, and representatives from most of which,!the name of Hart, brothers, who had just returned 
have already been elected for the national congress, | from an excursion to the springs. They expressed 
io be assembled at Buenos Ayres. | their readiness to attend the sheriff, and asked per- 

In 1823, there were imported into the states of! mission to go to their lodging-room for their hats. 
Buenos Ayres, of British manufacture, 6,307 packages | This was granted; but having remained Jonger than 
if cotton goods, 253 packages of thread, 1,984 packa-| was expected, the sheriff requested the landlord to 
ges of woollens, 67 of silk, 20 of stockings, 123 of boots | ascertain if they had really gone to their room. He 
and shoes, 550 of linens, 1,669 of cutlery, 2,508 bbls. | Knocked at their door, when immediatly he heard the 
of porter and ale, 2,000 crates of earthen ware, glass, | report of a pistol, which was followed in a few se- 
&c. the whole valued at 1,300,000 pounds sterling. conds by another. On entering the room, it was 


Peru. The following are given as the particulars | found that both the young men had destroyed them- 
| 


. 
t 


ittending the revolution in the castles of Callao, | selves, having apparently each placed a pistol in his 
which occurred on the 5th February last—‘tMany | mouth, and literally blown to atoms the upper parts 
months before this accident happened, the troops, | of their heads. 
consisting of Buenos Ayreans, Chilenos and Colom-| These unfortunate young men had transacted busi- 
bians demanded their pay—for want of funds the go-| ness at Mayaguez, Porto Rico, under the firm of I. 
vernment could notcomply, but put them off with! andR.Hart. From this place, it issaid, they abscond- 
the promise that they should be paid as soon as the} ed some months since, in a vessel which they had 
interior of Peru should be conquered. This under-;| purchased and loaded on credit; and, after visiting 
‘aking, however, failed, and the defeated army return-| Curracoa, Havana and Jamaica, and disposing of the 
ed to Lima, where they immediately renewed their; vessel and cargo, arrived in New York a few weeks 
emands to the then president of the Junta, the | since. 
marquis don Bernard Toare Tagle, who was umable{ Fall of earth. A letter form Addison, Maine, 
io Satisfy them, and sent the revolutionary troops} states, ‘‘we have had two instances, about ten 
fone to Callao to relieve the garrison there. Seeing| days since, of a large body of earth sliding from the 
‘tin their power now to demand their wages, of ten or| banks into the river. In one instance, about an acre 
‘leven months arrears, by force, they revolted, and! of wood land, trees and all, slid into the water, car~ 
hoisted the Spanish flag instead of their own, under) rying with it a large quantity of mud to the opposite 
‘ihe hope that they would enforce payment in this} side, and blockin z up the whole passage of the stream. 
isanner.”? | There are large trees now standing in the midle of 
Chili. The territory of Chili extends north end| theriver. A similar instance has not happened here 
south from the cape of Hornos to the desert of Ata-| for thirty years.” 
cama, and from east to west, from the Cordilleras of} Cultivation ef eysters. A writer in the New Bruns- 
‘he Andes to the Pacific ocean; including all the a¢ja-| wick Times asserts, that there is in New Jersey about 
‘ent islands, together with the archipelago of Chiloe, | sixty thousand acres of land belonging to that state, 
ind the islands of Juan Fernandez, Mocha and Santa. | which fz covered with salt water, and is suitable for 
) the cultivation of oysters. The writer thinks that an 
ee /acre of oysters, judiciously planted and preserved 
CHRONICLE. from depredation, would, in three years, produce to 


; 


Died, at his residence near Philadetphia, on the, the value of from twenty to thirty thousand dollars. 








‘Othinst. the venerable Charles Thompson, well known |». Death ef a hing. A Jamaica paper states, that his 
4s the secretary of the revolutionary congress and | most superistive ond gracious majesty, George Fre- 
revered for his general worth. Had it pleased Pro-| derick Augustus, Ling of the Mosquito shore, and 
vidence to have spared his life a little longer, what | lord of Poyais, is said to have cut his throat. 
in interesting meeting would have taken place be- 
‘ween him and La Fayette 

Baltimore Athenewn. On Tuesday the 10th instant the Washington, lith August, 1824, 
‘orner stone of the Baliimore Athenwum was laid, Onpers—+No. G4. The president of the United 
it the intersection of St. Paul’s lane and New Church| States directs, that general La Faverte, when he ar- 
ureet. _rives in this country, be received at ali military posts 
There are at this time eleven ressels fit-; with the honors due to the highest military rank in 
ng out at the Havana for the purpose of bringing) our service 

ives from Africa. | ‘Tbe gencral-in-chief publishes the foregoing te the 

Sting wetrary ™ 2 frarle adeade Ghe Atlant? 


$ ¢ ek the Atlantiolormy, by direction of the secretary 0: Wap. 
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T ariff, or rates of duty, Braziers’ rods, or round iron, of; 
Conformably to the existing laws, on the ist of July, 1824. S-16 to 8-16 of an inch diame- 
FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. oe, COMERS 3 jpound | 33-10 

= ae Brown sugar “ *! 3] do 3 3-10 

2S Brussels carpets and carpeting | 50 |sq. yd. | 55 
> 2 Burgundy—-see wines 
£5 Butter 5 |lpound | 54 
‘S = Cables, tarred 4 do 4 2-5 
SS Cables or chains, iron. or parts 
38 ; thereof (2)} 3| do 3 3-10 
)as > | Camphor, crude 8 | do 8 4-5 
> A refined ' 121 do | 131-5 
s= = 
@ “= a | Candles, tallow | & | do 54 
5 = Se | wax ' 6} do 6 5-5 
—— > | sper : ee 4 
Irticles subject to specific rales o is g| S | Candy, Pe on ‘i a rn 2 rs 
duty. = =| wd | Cards, ‘pk: ing | 30 pack 35 
3 = | . Carpets and carpeting, Brussels, 
a jo S T urkey, and Wilton 50 Sq. yd. 55 
ie ¢ | 2 Carpe ts and carpeting, Venetian 
(es | 2 | and ingra |25| do | 274 
LS &| 5 Gavee ets Hees earpeti 1S all other. 
re) = | hinds of, of wool, fiax, hemp, or| 
| zl be 1 ee itton, Or parts ¢ f either (3)! 20 do !| 22 
}a. 2 | hs, oF Casement rods, slitor rolled iron| | 
(Ee | B | for 3 jpound | 33-10 
Sanit , Cassia, Chinese 6 do | 63-5 
CTS.| PER crs. |Cast iron, vessels of, not other- | 
— wise spec.tied 13 pound | 1 13-20 
Ale, in bottles ' 20 |gallon | 22 {Castings of iren, all other, not | 
otherwise than in bottles | 5 | do | 164 | Specified 1; do | 11-10 

Almonds *;} 3 {pound ne he astor ¢ il 40 igallon | 44 

Alum (250 jewt. [275 | Cayenne pepper _ 15 |pound | 164 

Anchors | @Q pound | 21-5 ; Champaign—see wines | 

Anyils | 21 do | 2i- | Cheese *; 9} do | 99-10 

Apothecaries’ vials—see vials | | Children, shoes & slippers for* | 15} pair 164 

Bacon, other besides hams | 3 |pound| 33-10) Chinese cassia “4 6 ‘pound 6 3-5 

Bagging, cotton | 32\sq. yd. | 4i- | Chocolate 4/ do 42-5 

Band i iron, slit or rolled iron, for’ poun 1d | 33-10) Cigars 250 M (275 

Bars, iron in, not manufactured] | Cinna 10D * | 25 jpound | 274 
in whole or in part, by relling) 90 (112 Ibs.| 99 Clayed, white, or powdered su- 

Bars, évon in, when manufactur gar ar a 42-5 
ed by rolling * {150 jewt. [165 | Cloves *125 1 do | 274 
Bars, lead in | pound | 21-5 | Coal 6 jheaped| 63-8 

Beef | do 21-5 bushel 

Beer, in bottles gallon | 22 Cocoa , | 2 \pound| 21-5 

otherwise than in bottles | do | 164 4 Coliee | 51 do | 58 

Blacksmith’shammers & sledges'  23)pound| 2} Copperas 200 jewt 220 

Blue or Roman viiriol | 4 do 42-5 {Copper rods, bolts, spikes, or, | | 

Bohea—sce éeas be id nails | 4 pound, 42-5 

Bolts, iron in, not manufactured) | Cordage, tarred, | 41 do 2- 
in whole or in part, by roying 1112 lbs untarred | 51] do 5} 

Bolts, iron in, when manufactur- Corks |12] do | 13 1-5 
ed by rolling icwt. Cotton "} 3] do 3 3-14 

Bolts, copper pound Cotton bagging | $3isq.yd.| 41-8 

Books, all, which shall be made Cotton—see curpels and carpeting 
appear, to the satisfaction of | Cranks, mill, of wroughtiron | 4 lpound | 42-5 
the collector, to have been Crude camphor | $}| do | 84-5 
printed previous to the year; | Currants i $| do | 32-10 
1775, (except books printed | Cut glass, all wares of, not spe-| 
in Latin or Greek) ‘vol. cified, in addition to an ad va- 

Books, all, printed in other lan-; lorem duty of thirty per cent., 3 pound, 33-16 
guages than English, Latin, and | Demijohus 25 jeach | 274 
Greek | do Epsom salts — 4 lpound| 42-5 

Books, all, printed in Latin or! Fayal—see wines 

Greek, when bound ipound Figs _..| 8 {pound | 33-10 
When not bound | do Fish, foreign caught *(4))100 |quintal/110 
Books, all other, when bound (1) | do mackerel * 1150 jbarrel |165 
in sheets or boards (1) | do salmon * 200 | do |220 

Bottles—see glass all other pickled — * 1100 | do {110 

Boots * pair Flax—see carpets and carpeting | 

Boots or bootees, laced do Flour, wheat 50 jewt. | 55 

Brads, not exceeding sixteen Ginger 2 {pound! 2 1-5 

ounces to the thousand M Glass, window, not above 8 by 10, 100 sq.| 
Exceeding sixteen ounces inches 300 | feet [330 
to the thousand pound | not above 10 by 12 inches!g50 | do (389 
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400, do |440 y Mill saws 1100 jeach {110 
in plates, wneut 400 | do /440 Molasses * | 4 lgallon; 54 
Glass bottles, black, not exceed- Muscatel raisins 5 |jpound| 42-5 
ing the capacity of one quart|200 |groce |220 Muskets 150 |stand {165 
bottles exceeding one quart & Nails, copper *| 4 |pound| 42-5 
not more than fro quarts (250 | do {275 iron, cut or wrought 5 | do 54 
over fwo quarts and not ex- Nail or spike rods, iron in, siit 3 | do | 33-10 
ceeding one gallon 300 | do |330 Nankeen—sce shoes 
Glass, cut, all wares of, not spe- Nutmegs *|60) do | 66 
cified, in addition to an ad va- | | Oats | 10 lbushel| 112 
lorem duty of thirty per cent) -3 pound | 33-10; Ochre, dry * | 1 'pound | 11-10 
Glass, on all other articles of, in) | in oil . 13} do | 113-20 
addition to an ad valorem duty) | | Oil, castor 40 jgallon | 44 
of 20 per cent. | 2 do 21-5 | Oil, linseed, rapeseed, and hemp 
Glauber salts | 21 do 21-5 seed 25 | do | 274 
Creek, all books printed in—see| | Oil of vitriol 3 |jpound| 33-10 
books | Oil, olive, in casks * | 29 |gallon | 274 
Glue | 5 | do 54 Oil, sper’ceti, of foreign fishing *} 29 | do | 274 
Gomee—see teas Oil, whale, or other fish oil, of | 
Gunpowder 1 81 do 8 4-5 foreign fishing 15 | do | 164 
Gunpowder—see teas | Oporto—see wines 
Hams and other bacon | 3} do | 3 3-10 | Pack thread, untarred 5 do 5k 
Hammers, blacksmiths’ 241 do | 23 | Paper, folio, and quarto post, of | 
Hemp [175 |ewt. |1924 | all kinds | 207 do | 22 
Hemp—see carpets and carpeting foolscap, and all drawing 
Hempseed oil | 25 lvallon| 274} and writing 17 | do | 187-10 
Hoop iron | 3 ‘pound | 32-10} printing, copperplate, and 
Hyson—see teas | stainers’ 10 | do | 11 
Imperial—see teas | | | sheathing, binders’ and 
Indigo * 1 15 | do | 164 | box-boards, and wrap- 
ingrain carpets and carpeting 25 sq. yd. | 971 ping of all kinds 3 do 33-10 
Iron, in bers or bolts, not manu- | | all other (6), 15 | do | 164 
factured in whole, or in part, | ' Paper hangings—see ad val. rates 
by rolling | 90 \112lbs.| 99 | Paris, w hite *) I) do 11-10 
Iron, in bars or bolts, when mar} | Pepper * 8 do 8 4-5 
nufactured by rolling * 1150 lewt. /165 Pepper, Cayenne 15 do 164 
Iron, round, or braziers’ rods. of) | Pickled—see fish 
3-16 to 8-16 of an inch diame-| | | | Pigs, iron in *(5), 50 lewt. | 55 
ter, inclusive | 3 jpound| 33- 10 | Pigs, lead in : pound | 21-5 
iron, in sheets | 31 do 3 3-10 | Pimento *| 61 do 6 3-5 
Iron, hoop 3 | do 3 3-10 | Playing cards * | 30 Ipack | 33 
Iron, slit or rolled, for band iron,| | 100 sq. 
scroll iron, or casement rods | 3! do 33-10 Plates, uncut, window glassin 400 | feet |440 
Iron spikes 4 | do 42-5 | Plums 4 \pound | 44-10 
iron nails, cut or wrought | 5& | do 54 Pork 2] do 21-5 
Jron or steel wire, not exceeding! ' Porter, in bottles 20 gallon | 22 
number eighteen 5 | do , otherwise than in bottles 15 | do | 164 
Iron or steel wire, over number | Portugal—see wines 
eighteen 9 | do 99-10 Potatoes 10 \bushel| 11 
Iron cables or chains, or parts Powdered sugar, clayed or white| 4 |pound| 42-5 
thereof 2); 31! do $3-10 Prunes 4] do 42-5 
Irons, mill, of wrought iron 4 | do 42-5 | Prunelle and all other shoes or 
tron, in nail or spike rods, slit 3 do 33-10} slippers of stuffor nankeen 25 | pair | 273 
iron, cast, vessels of, not other- | Raisins, Muscatel 4 |pound| 42-5 
wise specified | 14] do 1 13-: 20 in jars and boxes 4 | do 42-5 
lron, castings of, all other, not all other 3 | do 33-19 
speciiied 1| do 11-10 | Rape seed oil 25 igallon | 274 
iron, in pigs (5) 50 lewt. | Red lead, dry, or ground in oil 4 |pound | 42-5 
Lace bouts or bootees 1150 pair 165 | Refined saltpetre 3 | do 3 3-10 
Lard | 3 |pound 3 3-10 | camphor 12 do 131-5 
Latin, all books printed in—see| | Rhenish— see wines 
books | | Rifles 250 leach {275 
Lead, in pigs, bars, or sheets 2 | do 21-5 | Rods, spike or nail, iron in, slit | 3 |pound| 33-19 
Leaden shot 34) do | 3 17-20 | casement, slit or rolled 
Lead, red or white, dry, or ground iron, for 3 | do 33-10 
in oil | 4) do 42-5 | copper *| 4] do 42-5 
Linseed oil | 29 Igallon | 274 braziers’, or round iron, 
Lisbon—see wines | of 3-16 to 8-6 of an 
Loaf sugar 7118 pound 13 1-5 inch diameter, inclusive} 3 do 3 3-10 
Lump sugar | 10) do j il Rolled or slit iron, for band iron, 
Siace * 1100 | do {110 | seroll iron, or casement rods| 3 | do 3 3-10 
Mackerel 150 jbarrel 165 Roman or blue vitriol 3 do 33-10 
Madeira—see arine , Round iron or braziers’ rods— 
Manufactured tabacco, other than | see rods 
snuff and segars * | 10 |pound } 11 bushel 
Mill cranks, of wrought tron 4; do 4 2-5 | Salt * 1 20 lof 56lbs} 22 
Mill irons, do. do. ‘ 4]. do } 42-4 ; Salts, glauber 2 | pound \ 21-5 
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Salts, Epsom | 4 jpound, 42-5 Teas, Hyson and young hyson *) 40 |pound. 
Saltpetre, refined 8 | do 33-10 | Hyson skin & other green*| 28 | do 
Salmon *(7)\)150 jbarrei |165 Teas from any other place than | 
Saws, mill 100 jeach j110 China 
Scroll iron, slit or rollediron, for} 3 |pound| 33-10 Bohea */ 14] do | 
Seines, untarred 5 | do 54 Souchong & other black * | 3 do 
Segars 250 | M_ /275 Imperial, gunpowder, and 
Sheets, lead in 2 jpound; 21-5 | gomee *'68 | do | 
iron in 3}; do 3 3-10 | Hyson and young hyson * | 56 | do | 
Sherry—see wines Hyson skin & other sreen* | 38 | do || 
Shoes of silk * | 30 | pair | 33 | Tenerilfe—sce wines | 
of leather * |. 25 do 274 Tobacco, manufactured, other 
for children */ 15 | do | 16 than snuff and segars *1 10} do | 
Shoes or slippers, other, besides | Tokay—sce wines 
prunelle, of stuff or nankeen 25 | do | 274 iT urkey carpets and carpeting | 59 |sq yd. 
Shot, leaden 3iipound | 317-20 | Twine, untarred 5 |por und., 
Sicily—see wines Untarred cordage, yarns, twine, 
Sledges, blacksmiths’ 21) do 23 | packthread, and seines 5 do 
Slippers of silk * | 30 | pair | 33 Venetian carpets and carpeting ad 25 sq. yd.) 
of leather * 1/25) do | 274 Vessels of cast iron, not other-| | | 
for children * 1 15 do 16 wise specified | 14'poung.! 
other, besides prunelle, Vials, apothecaries’, of the capa- - | | 
of stuff or nankeen 25 | do | 275 city of four ounces, and less 100 | groce | 
Slit iron, in nail or spike rods 3 jpound; 33-10} above four ounces, and not e: ia 
Slit or rolled iron, for band iron, ceeding eight ounces 1125 | do 
scroll iron, or casement rods 3 do 35-10 | Vinegar | § ‘gallon | 
Snuff * 1) 12 do 131-5 | Vitriol, oil of 3 ‘pound. 
Soap (Ss), 4 | do 42-5 | Vitriol, blue or Roman | 4) do | 
Souchong—see teas Wax candles 6 | do 
Sper’ceti oil, of foreign fishing *| 25 gallon; 274 =| Wheat 25 jbushel 
Spermaceti candles § jpound| 84-5 | Wheat flour 150! ewt. 
Spikes, iron 4 do 42-5 {White clayed, or powdered su-} 
Spike rods, iron in, slit 3 | do 33-10) gar * | 4 !pound. 
Spikes, copper *! 4] do 42-5 | White lead, dry, or ground in oil) 4 do 
Spirits, from grain | Whiting ei ft 4 
Ist proof * | 42 lgallon | 461-5 | White, Paris tobi Lae 
2d_ do. *145| do | 493 Ww ilton carpets and carpeting | 50 'sq. yd. 
3d. do. *| 48 | do | 524-5 | Window glass—see glass | ta dd 
Ath do. *152 | do { 571-5 | Wincs, Madeira ) 
5th do. *| 60) do | 66 Burgundy | 
Above 5th proof * | 75 do 82! Champaign 100 'gallon. 
Spirits from other materials than Rhenish, and | | 
grain Tokay J 
Ist proof *1 38; do | 414-5 | Sherry and ) ‘| 60 | di 
2d_ do. * 38 | do A]}4-35 | St. Lucar 4 a | 
3d_ do. *| 42) do 401-5 | ether, not enumerated, 
Ath do. *148) do 524-5 | when imperted in bot-, 
5th do. * | 57 do 627-10 | iles or case3 (9)! 30 [| do 
Above 5th proof *1 70!) do | 77 Lisben | 
Sprigs, not exceeding sixteen | Oporto, & otherwines }* | 50; do | 
ounces to the thousand) 5| M 7 of Portugal & Sicily S| 
exceeding sixteen ounces, — > a | ! 
to the thousand | 5S jpound; 54 Payal & otherwinesof,>* | 40; do | 
St. Lucar—see wines the Western Islands , | 
Steel 100} ewt. 110 all other, when imported) 
Steel wire, not exceeding No. S| o do 53 } otberwise than in cases| | 
over number eighteen 9 | do 9 9-10 | or botiles (10)! 15 do 
Stuff—see shoes ' Wi ire, steel or iron, nol exceed-! | | 
Sugar, brown ? 3 | do 33-10 | ing number eighteen 5 jpound.| 
white, clayed or powder- over number eighteen 9| do 
ed . 4 | do 42-9 Wool—see carpets and carpeting 
lump *! 10! do i] | ¥ arns, untarred : | o ipound.; 
loaf */12| do | 191-5 |}. ee eS DE OREM 
candy * 2; do 31-5 | (1) he law is conccived to have refi rence here, to all other 
Tacks, not exceeding sixteen _frinted books. For blank books, see ad valorem rates of duty. 
ounces to the thousand| 5 M 5 3 a) The right of drawback is denicd by the act of 22d of May, 
. ‘ a | 3821, on ir ° 
exceeding sixteen ounces , (3) Scaeaeeatcund carpeting, paying ad valorem rates of duty. 
oe gene tr os | (4) This duty being’ a atin per pe it is conceived that 
Tallow ae do 11-10 foreie: n caught dried fish, or foreign caught fish, of ler than pickled, 
Tallow candles 2 do 5 4 } are here to be understood. . 
Tarred cables { 4 do 42-5 ; (5) Rate fixed by the act of 20th April, 
cordage | 4 do 42-5 Unchanged. ‘ J me . 
; (6) This general term is consilered as embracing visiting cards, 
Teas from China | sand paper, paste boards, fullers’ boards, pressing boards, Orc. 
Bohea . 12 do 14 (7) It is conceived that pickled salmon are here to be understood. 
Souchong & other black * | 25 do 34 (8) This is not considered as including /Vindsor or any other 
Imperial, gunpow der, i perfumed soaps, wash-bails, on which come oe classifies 
zomee # | 59 do 63 tion of "cosmetics, washes, perfumes, c. in the ad val. rats. 








(9 and 19) Rates fixed py the act of Jd March, 1819. 
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TABLE Il. 
OF ARTICLES FREE OF DUTY. 
Adhesive patent felt, (wntil the 30th June, 1826.) 
Anatomical preparations. 
{nimals imported for breed. 
Antimony, regulus of 
Antiquities, all collections of, specially imported,&c.* 





Nicaragua wood. 
Old brass, fit only to be re-manufactured. 


copper, fit only to be re-manufactured. 
pewter, fit only to be re-manufactured. 


Painting, specially imported, &c. 
Paintings, 
Patent adhesive felt, (until the 30th of June, 1826.) 


do. Oo. 


Apparatus, philosophical, specially imported by order | Personal baggage in actual use. ' 
and for the use of any society incorporated for phi- | Persons arriving in the United States, their tools or 


losophical or literary purposes, or for the encou- | 


implements of trade. 


ragement of the fine arts, or by order and for the | Pewter, old, fit only to re-manufactured. 
use of any seminary of learning, school or college. | Philosophical apparatus, specially imported, &c. 


Apparel, wearing, and other personal baggage in ac- 
tual use. 
Articles, all, imported for the use of the United States. 
Baggage, personal, in actual use. 
Barilla. 
Bark of the cork tree, unmanufactured. 
Bars, brass in 
copper in 
tin in 
Botany, specimens in 
Books, specially imported, Kc. 
Brass, in pigs or bars. 
old, fit only to be re-manufactured. 
Brazilletto. 
Brazil wood. 
Breed, animals imported for 
Brimstone or sulphur. 
Buition. 
Burr stones, unwrought 
Busts, specially imported, &c. 
Cabinets of coins, specially imported, &c. 
Calaminaris lapis. 





Camwood. 
Casts, specially imported, &c. 
Charts, do. do. 


Clay, unwrought 
Cloth rags of any kind. 
Coins, cabinets of, specially imported, &c. 
Coin, gold 
silver 
Collections of antiquities, specially imported, &c. 
€opper, imported in any shape for the use of the mint. 
in pigs, bars or plates, suited to the sheathing 
of ships. 
old, fit only to be re-manufattured. 
Cork tree, bark of, unmanufactured. 
Dye woods. 
Drawings, specially imported, &c. 
Drawings, do. do. 
Engravings, specially imported, &c. 
Etching or engraving, do. do. 
Felt, patent adhesive, (wntil the 30th of June, 1826.) 
Furs of all kinds, undressed. 
Fustic. 
(iems, specially imported, &e. 
Gold coin. 
Hides, raw. 
Implements of trade of persons arriving in the U. S. 
Instruments, philosophical, specially imported, &c. 
Inventions, models of 
Lapis calaminaris. 
Log wood. 
Maps, specially imported, &c. 
Medals, do. do. 
Mineralogy, specimens in 
Mint, copper in any shape, imported for the use of the 
Models of inventions. 
of machinery. 
Modelling, specially imported, &c. 
Natural history, specimens in 








*N. B.—In all cases where the articles are stated as 
“specially imported,” they are governed by the con- 
ditions and restrictions expressed under the head 
“apparatus, philosophical,” 


—— ee 





Pigs, brass in 


copper in 


Plaster of Paris. 

Plants. 

Plates, copper in, suited for the sheathing of ships 
Preparations, anatemical] 

Rags of any kind of cloth. 

Raw skins. 

} Red wood. 

Regulus of antimony. 

Sculpture, specimens of, specially imported, &c. 
Sheathing copper, in plates, for ships. 

Ships, copper, in plates, suited to the sheathing of 
Silver coin. 

Skins, raw 

Specimens of botany. 


in natural history. 
in mineralogy. 


| Spelter. 
Statues, specially imported, && 
| Statuary, do. do. 


; Stones, burr, unwrought 
| Sulphur or brimstone. 
Teutenague. 


Tin, in pigs or bars. 
Tools of trade of persons arriving in the U. States 


Trees. 


Undressed furs. 
United States, al) articles imported for the use of 
Unmanufactured bark of the cork tree. 
wood of any kind. 

Unwrought burr stones. 

clay. 
Wearing apparel, and other personal baggage in ac- 

tual use. 


{ Woods for dying 
| Wood, unmanufactured, of any kind- 


Brazil 
log 
Nicaragua 
Red 
Zinc. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

it will be perceived that, to the rates of duty impes- 
ed on goods, wares and merchandise, imported in 
vessels of the United States, and in foreign vessels, 
placed on an equality with vessels of the United States, by 
treaty stipulations, or special acts of congress, an 
addition of ten per cent. has been made in the case 
of importations in other foreign vessels, except to the 
rates on teas from China, the law, in that instance, 
making a specific and a greater discrimination than 
10 per cent. 

By “‘other foreign vessels,” are not to be understood 
vessels when importing articles of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of France, the-duties on which are te 
be regulated by the treaty with that country, signed 
the 24th June, 1822; according to which, such arti- 
cles, thus imported, are at present liable to an addi- 
tional duty not exceeding $3 75-100 per ton of mer- 
chandise, over and above the rates paid on similar 
articles when imported in vessels of the United 
States. But importations in French vessels, of arti- 
cles, not the growth, produce, or manufacture of 





France, are liable to the usual discriminating duty 
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of 10 per cent. between importations in foreign, and 
importations in American vessels. 

*The rates to which asterisks are affixed, are the 
rates as established by the act of 27th April, 1816, 
and which are considered as not being affected or a 
Itered by the actof 22d May, 1824. 

*q The rates to which asterisks are affixed, together 
with a letter of the alphabet, are those rates as establish- 
ed by the act of 27th April, 1816, which are consider- 
ed tobe partially altered by the act of 22d May, 
1824, 

{The rates in the cases with this mark, have been 
fixed by the treasury, upon mature consideration of 
the provisions of the different laws imposing duties on 
imports. 

It may be proper to also observe, that the rates of 
duty, as altered by the act of 22d May, 1824, are not 
to be carried into effect, in relation to importations 
eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, or beyond 
Cape Horn, until the Ist January, 1825; consequently, 
the rates, as fixed by pre-existing laws, are to govern 
until that time, in the case of such importations. 





Circular to collectors, naval officers, and surveyors. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller’s office, May 27, 1S24. 

Sin: As the act, approved on the 22d instant, entit- 
ied “an act to amend the several acts imposing duties 
on imports,” is to go into operation on the first July 
next, there is not sufficient time left to make an al- 
phabetical table of the different articles, under the 
different heads of ad valorem and specific duties, so 
as to be transmitted sufficiently early to reach the 
more distant ports, before the new duties, imposed 
by the act on the articles specified therein, will have 
to be collected. 

It has, therefore, been deemed advisable not to de- 
jay the transmission of a copy of the act, which is, 
accordingly, subjeined hereto, for your information 
and goversment. 

The table alluded to, which such explanations as, 
upon a full examination of the act, may appear to he 
requisite, will be prepared and transmitted as soon 
2s itcan conveniently be done. Respectfully, 

JOSEPH ANDERSON, Comptrolier. 
Circular to collectors, naval officers, and surveyors. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Comptroller's office, July 28, 1824. 

Sra: An alphabetical tariff, conformably to the ex- 
sling laws, having been prepared, as was heretofore 
promised, a copy of it is enclosed, for your informa- 
tion and government. 

A number of communications having been receir- 
ed, requesting the opinion of this department as to 
the rates of duty payable on the following articles, | 
take the occasion to state the decisions thereon, in 
order that uniformity in those cases may prevail, viz: 

1. Composition rods, bolts, spikes and nails, to pay 
duty as manufactures of ‘brass, iron, steel, pewter, §c.” 
or of which either of these metals is a component 
materal. 

2. Still bottoms; that is to say, those which are 
merely cut round and turned up at the edge, are not 
to be considered in the ligwt of “‘vessels of copper,” 
nor yet as ‘manufactures of copper,’ within the mean- 
ing of the law; but are to pay duty as non-enumerated 
articles. 

3. “Cutting knives’—technically so termed, and 
which are to pay an ad valorem duty of 30 per cent. 


words quoted, is considered as having reference to 
that description of bottles, but of different sizes, the 
rate of duty varying according to the size. 

6. Other than black glass bottles are liable to duty 
either as “‘cut glass” or as “‘all other articles ‘of glass,” 
as the case may be. 

7. Clocks to pay duty as manufactures of “brass, 
iron, steel, pewter, &.”’ or of which either of these me- 
tals is a component material. 

8. Flutes, flageolets, bassoons, clarionets, fifes, 
piano fortes, organs and harps, to pay duty as manu- 
factures of wood. 

9. Flutes made entirely of ivory, to pay duty as non- 
enumerated articles. 

10. ‘Fron cables or chains *’ This term is consider- 
ed as applying to one and the same thing, namely, 
iron chains suited for cables, or what are usually cal- 
led chain cables, and not to iron chains generally. 

11. Plated castors, with glass bottles imported in 
them, to pay duty as “‘plated wares of all kinds.” 

12. Lamps, with brass pillars and glass chimneys or 
domes, imported in them, to pay duty as manufactures 
of ‘‘brass, von, steel, pewter, §&c.”? or of which either 
of these metals is a component material. 

13. Carpenters’ braces and bits; same as preced- 
, ing. 

14. Glass beads; that is to say, such as are entire}) 
of glass, to pay duty as ‘all other articles of glass;* 
but, if connected with some other material, such as 
brass composition, metal, &c. then they must pay 
duty as manufactures of brass, iron, steel, pewter, &c.”? 
or of which either of these metals is a component 
material. 

i5. Looking glass plates, not silvered, to pay duty 


;as “all wares of cut glass.” 


16. Glass commode knobs, with brass or composi- 
tion shanks, imported in them, to pay duty as manufac- 
tures of ‘brass, iron, steel, pewter, Se.” or of which 
either of these metals is a component material. 

i7. Thermometors, telescopes, magic, and other 
lanterns, and similar articles, composed of tin, glass, 
wood, brass, copper, &c. to pay duty as the preced- 
ing. 





18. Bedspreads or covers made of the scraps or 
| waste ends of printed calicoes sewed together, to pay 
\duty as manufactures of cotton; but not subject to the 
‘regulation respetting cotton cloth, the coast of which, 
with certain additions, shall be less than 30 cents per 
square yard. 

19. **Worsted stuff goods ;” to come under that de- 
nomination, the article must be composed entirely of 
worsted, and be of that class of goods well known and 
understood by merchants as coming under the deno- 
mination of “‘rrorsted stuff goods; namely, such as 
worsted plaids, bombazets, and the like. 

20. Articles composed of cotton and worsted or wool. 
and of silk and wool, to pay duty as “manufactures of 
wool.” , 

21. Articles composed of silk and cotton, to pay duty 
as ‘manufactures of cotton.” , 

22. Worsted stockings, to pay duty as manufactures 
of wool, as they are not considered to be embraced 
under the term ‘‘tworsted stuff goods,” by which is to 
be understood a different class of goods, as before ex- 
| plained. 
| 23. Worsted bindings, same as preceding, and for 
the same reasons. 

24. Iron cannon, to pay duty as “‘manufactures of 
| iron.” ; 
| 25. Hearth rugs, to pay duty as “manufactures of 





— er 


ee oe 


are understood to be knives used for entting straw and | wool.” 


ay. Neither curriers’ knives, nor drawing knives, 


come under that denomination. 


| 26. Silk goods, as well as all other goods, manufac- 
lured in places beyond, but imported from places on 


; { . ‘ ‘ 
4. Oakum and old junk, to pay duty as non-enume- | this side, the Cape of Good Hope, or Cape Horn, are 


rated articles. 


considered to have been liable to the new rates of 


5. “Black glass bottles.” The whole of the para- | duty, since the Ist instant; and when so imported, the 
graph in the act of 22d May last, commencing with the | addition to be made to the cost or value and charges. 
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(except insurance), is to be 10 per cent. as usual, in the presumption, that he pursues what he believes to be 
case of importations from such places. the interest of his country, with as sincere a zeal as 
27. The exemption from the operation of that pro-| any other member. I claim this in my own case; and, 
¥sion in the act of 22d May last, which directs that} while I shall not, for any-purpose of description, or 
al.ecotton cloths, or of which cotton shall be a com-| convenient arrangement, use terms which may imply 
poent material, the cost of which, with certain ad-| any disrespect to other men’s opinions, much less any 
ditims, shall be less than thirty cents per square |imputations of other men’s motives, itis my duty to 
yard,shall, nevertheles, with such additions, be deem- | take care that the use of such terms by others be not, 
ed to Inve coast thirty cents per square yard, and shall | against the will of those who adopt them, made to pro- 
be chatyed with duty accordingly, being applicable | duce a false impression. Indeed, sir, it is a little as- 
only to nenkeens imported directly from China; all nan- | tonishing, if it seemed convenient to Mr. Speaker, 
keens imperted from any other place, without regard | for the purposes of distinction, to make use of the 
to their plaee of manufacture, are considered to be; terms ‘American policy’ and ‘foreign policy,’ that he 
subject to the provision alluded to. Respectfully, | should not have applied them in a manner precisely the 
JOSEPH ANDERSON, Comptroller. | reverse of that in which he hasin factused them. If 
names are thought necessary, it would be well enough, 
one would think, that the name should be, in some 
measure, descriptive of the thing; and since Mr. 
Upon the tariff; delivered in the house of representatives | Speaker denominates the policy which he recom- 
of the United States, April, 1824. ;mends “a new policy in this country;” since he 
Mr. Cuairman: I avail myself of the present oc- | speaks of the present measure as a new era in our 
easion to make some remarks on certain pricinples | legislation; since he professes to invite us to depart 
and opinions which have been recently advanced,’ from our accustomed course, to instruct ourselves by 
and on those considerations which, in my judgment, | the wisdom of others, and to adopt the poticy of the 
ought to govern us in deciding upon the several and! most distinguished foreign states, one is a little curious 
respective parts of this very important and complex; to know with what propriety of speech this imitation 
measure. I can truly say that thisisa painful duty. 1! of other nations is denominated an‘American policy ’ 
deeply regret the necessity, which is likely to be im- | while, on the contrary, a preference for our own 
posed upon me, of giving a general affirmative or ne-| established system, as it now actually exists, and 
gative vote on the whole of the bill. I cannot but! always has existed, is called a “foreign poliey.”—~ 
think this mode of proceeding liable to great objec-| This favorite American policy is what America has 
tions. It exposes, both those who support and those | never tried; and this odious foreign policy is what, as 
who oppose the measure, to every unjust and in- ‘we are told, foreign states have never pursued. Sir, 
jurious misapprehensions. There may be good rea-| that is the truest Amer 


1a) | ican policy which shall most 
sons for favoring some of the provisons of the bill,' usefully employ American capital, and American la- 


and equally strong reasons for opposing others; and bor, and best sustain the whole population. With me 
these provisions do not stand to each other in the re- it is a fundamental axiom, it is interwoven with all 











eal 


Mr. Webster’s Speech 





lation of principal and incident. If that were the 


'my opinions, that the great interests of the country 


case, those who are in favor of the principal might, are united and inseparable; that agriculture, com- 
forege their opinions upon incidental and surbordi-| merce and manufactures, will prosper together or 


nate provisions. But the bill proposes enactments 
entirely distinct and different from one another, in 


languish together: and that all legislation is danger- 
/ous which proposes to benefit one of these without 


character and tendency. Some of its clauses are in-| looking to the consequences which may fall on the 


tended merely for revenue; and, of those which re- 
gard the protection of -home manufactures, one part 


' others. 


; 


Passing from this, sir,lam bound to say that Mr. 


stands upon very different grounds from those of| Speaker began his able and impressive speech at the 
other parts. So that, probably, every gentleman who| proper point of inquiry; I mean the present state and 


may ultimately support the bill will vote for much 
which his judgment does not approve; and those who 
oppose it will oppose something which they would 
very gladly support. 

Being entrusted with the interests of a district high- 
ly commercial, and deeply interested in manufactures 
also, I wish to state my opinions on the present mea- 
sure, not as on a whole, for it has no entire and ho- 
mogeneous character; but as on a collection of dif- 
ferent enactments, some of which meet my approba- 
tion and some of which do not. 

And allow me, sir, in the first place, to state my re- 
gret, if indeed | ought not to express a warmer senti- 
ment, at the names, or disignations, which Mr. Spea- 
ker has seen fit to adopt, for the purpose of describ- 
ing the advocates and the opposers of the present bill. 
It is a question, he says, between the friends of an 
‘American policy” and those ef a “foreign policy.” 
This, sir, is an assumption which I take the liberty 
most directly todeny. Mr. Speaker certainly intend- 
ed nothing invidious or derogatory to any part of the 
house by this mode of denominating friends and ene- 
mies. But there is power in names, and this manner 
of distinguishing those who favor and those who op- 
pose particular measures, may lead to inferences to 
which no member of the house can submit. It mav 
imply that there is a more exclusive and peculiar re- 


condition of the country; although Iam so unfortunate, 
| or rather although I am so happy, as to differ from him 
| very widely in regard to that condition. I dissent 
entirely fromthe justice of that picture of distress 
| which he has drawn. I have notseen thercality, and 
know not where it exists. Within my observation 
there is no cause for so gloomy and terrifying a re- 
presentation. In respect tothe New England states, 
with the condition of which I am, of course, most ac- 
quainted, the present appears to mea period of very 
general prosperity. Not, indeed, a time for great 
profits and sudden acquisition; not aday of extraor- 
dinary activity and successful speculation. There is, 
no doubt a considerable depression of prices, and, in 
| some degree, a stagnation of business. But the case 
presented by Mr. Speaker was not one of depression, 
but of distress; of universal, pervading, intense dis- 
tress, limited to no class, and to no place. We are 
represented as on the very verge and brink of na- 
tional ruin. So far from aequiescing in these opi- 
; unions, I believe there has been no period in which the 
general prosperity was better secured, or rested cn 
a more solid foundation. As applicable tothe eastern 
states, [ put this remark to their representatives, and 
ask them if it isnottrue. When has there been a time 
'in which the means of living have been more acees- 
| sible and more abundant? when labor was rewared, 





gard to American interests in one class of opinions} I do not say with a larger, but with a more certain 
than in another. Such an implication is to be resist-| success? Profits, indeed, are low; in some pursuits of 
ed and repelled. Every member has a right to the| life, which itis not proposed to benefit, but toburden, 





- 


rei es 


eee eee Sa eS 


st ait vee 


a al 
z “ 


ran — ~ 
ve Aloe setnedaan > 


4, See a : {82s 
. < 
Fn ae eee ee a RT AV gS FE 


wed. 


ee 





se 


rere 


~* 
2 


- 


as 


ee 
“ 
a 


To EM gee er ee 


~.. 


Al@ NILES’ REGISTER—AUGEST 21. 


1824— MR. WEBSTER’S SPEECH 








by this bill, very low. But still I am unacquainted 
with any proofs of extraordinary distress. What, 
indeed, are the general indications of the state of the 
country? There is no famine nor pestilence in the 
land, nor war, nor desolation. There is no writhing 
under the burthen of taxation. The means of sub- 
sistence are abundant; and, at the very moment when 
the miserable condition of the country is asserted, it 
is admitted that the wages of labor are high, in com- 
parison with those of any other country. A country, 
then, enjoying a profound peace, a periect civil liber- 
ty, with the means of subsistence cheap and abundant, 


with the reward of labor sure, and its wages higher! half. 





— — —_——e re 


_Its use is not quite a luxury, and yet is something 
| above the absolute necessaries of life. Its consump- 
tion, therefore, will be diminished in times of ad 
| versity, and augmented in times of prosperity. FY 
deducting the annual export from the annual impt, 
and taking a number of years together, we may 2!- 
vive at a probable estimate of consumption. ‘The 
average of eleven years, from 1790 to 1800, inclusive, 
wil! be found to be two millions and a half of »ounds. 
From 1801 to 1812, inclusive, three milliel seven 
hundred thousand; and the average of the chree_ last 
years, to wit: 1821, 1822 and 1528, five miions anda 
Having made a just allowance for the increase 








than any where else, cannot be represented in gloom, | of our numbers, we shail still find, I think, from these 


melancholy, and distress, but by the effort of extraor- 
dinary powers of tragedy. : 
Even if, in judging of this question, we were to re- 


statements, that there is no distress which has limited 
our means of subsistence and enjoyment. 
In forming an opinion of the degree of genera} pros- 


gard only those proofs to which we have been refer- | perity, we may regard, likewise, the progress of in- 


red, we shall probably come to a conclusion some- 
what different from that which has been é¢rawn. Our 
exports, for example, although certainly less than in 
some years, were not, last year, so much below an 
average, formed upon the exports of a series of years, 
and putting those exports at a fixed value, as might 
be supposed. The exports of agricultural products, 
of animals, of the products of the forest, of the sea, 
together with gunpowder, spirits, and sundry unenu- 
merated articics, amounted, in the several years, to 
the following suins, viz: 


In 1790 $27,716,152 
1804 53,842,316 
1807 38,465,85 


? 


Coming up, now, to our own times, and taking the} 


exports of the years 1821, 1S22 and 1823, cf the same 
articles and products, at the saine prices, they stand 


¢hus: 


In 1821 $45,643,175 
1822 48,782,295 
182: 55,863,491 


Mr. Speaker hastaken the very extraordinary year 
of 1803, and, adding to the exportation of that year, 
what he thinks ought to have been a just augmenta- 
tion in proportion to the encrease of our population, 
he swells the result to a magnitude, which, when 
compared with our actual exports, would exhibit a 
great deficiency. But is there any justice in this 
mode of calculation? In the first place, as before 
observed, the year 1503 was a year of extracrdinary 
exportation. By reference to the accounts, that of 


the article of flour, for example, there was an ex-!| 


port that year of 1,300,009 barvels; but the very next 
year it fell to $00,000, and the next year to 700,600. 
¥n the next place, there never wasany reason to ex- 
pect that the increase of our exports of agricultural 
produsts, would keep pace with the increase of our 
population. That would be against ali experience. 
ft is, indeed, most desirable, that there should be an 
augmented demand for the products of agriculture; 
but, nevertheless, the official returns of our exports 
do not show that absolute want of all foreign market, 
which has been so strongly stated. 

But there are other means by which to judge of the 
general condition ofthe people. Theauantity of the 
means of subsistence consumed; or,to make use ofa 
phraseology better suited to the condition of our own 
people, the quantity of the comforts of life enjoyed, 
is one of those means. It sotiappens, indeed, that it 
is not so easy in this country, as elsewhere, to ascer- 
tnin facts, of this sort, with accuracy. Where most 
ef the articles of subsistence, and most of the com- 
forts of life are taxed, there is, of course, great facility 
in ascertaining, from official statements, the amount of 
consumption. 
ly, the government neither knows, nor is concern- 
ej1 to know, the annual consumption; and estimates 
ean only be formed in another mode, and in reference 
ouly to afew articles. Of thege articles, tra is one. 





But, in this country, most fortunate-| 


ternal improvements—the investment of capital in 
roads, bridges, and canals. All these prove a balance 
of income over expenditure; they are evidence that 
‘there is a surplus of profits, which the present gene- 

ration is usefully vesting for the benefit of the next. 
It cannot be denied that, in this particular, the pro- 
‘gress of the country is steady and rapid. 

We may look, too, to the expenses of education. 
Are our colleges deserted? Do fathers find them- 
selves less able than usualto educate their children? 
It wiil be found, I imagine, that the amount paid for 
the purpose of education is constantly inereasing, and 





! 
that the schools and colleges were never more full 


than atthe present moment. I may add thatthe en- 
cowinent ot public charities, the contributions to ob- 
jects of general benevolence, whether forcign or dé- 
mestic, the munilicence of individuals towards what- 
ever promises to benefit the community, are alse 
many proofs of national prosperity. And, finally, 
there is no defalcation of revenue, no pressure of taxa- 
uon. 

The general result, therefore, of a fair examina- 
tion of the present condition of things, seems to me 
to be, that there is a considerable depression of 
prices, and curtailment of profit; and in some parts of 
the country, it must be admitted, there is a great de- 
gree of pecuniary embarrassment, arising from the 
difieutty of paying debts which were contracted when 
prices were high. With these qualifications, the ge- 
'neral state of the country may be said to be prosper 
, ous; and these are not sufficient to give to the whole 
face of affairs any appearance of general distress. 
| Supposing the evil, then, to be a depression of 
| prices, and a partial pecuniary pressure, the next in- 
_quiry is into the causes of thatevil; and it appears to 

me that there are several—and, in this respect, 3 
think, too much has been imputed, by Mr. Speaker, 
to the single cause of the diminution of exports. Con- 
nected, as we are, with all the commercial nations of 
the world. and having observed great changes to take 
place elsewhere, we should consider whether the 
causes of those changes have not reached us, and 
whether we are not suffering by the operation of those 
causes, incommon with others. Undoubtedly, there 
has beena great fallin the price of all commodities 
throughout the commercial world, in consequence of 
the restoration of a state of peace. When the allies 
entered France, in 1814, prices rose astonishingly fast 
and very high. Colonia) produce, for instance, in 
the ports of this country, as we}! as elsewhere, sprung 
up suddenly from the lowest to the highest extreme. 
A new and vast demand was created for the com- 
_modities of trade. These were the natural conse- 
quences of the great political changes which then 
took place in Europe. 

We are to consider, too, that our own war created 
new demand, and that a government expenditure of 
25,000,000 or 39,000,000 a year had the usual effect 
of enhancing prices. We are obliged to add, that the 
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aaper issues of our banks carried the same effect still ; duce the great shock which took place in our com- 
further. Adepreciated currency existed in a great} mercial cities, aud through many parts of the coun- 
part of the country; depreciated to such an extent as | try. The year 1819 was a year of numerous fail- 
‘ ime, exchange between the centre and | ures, and very considerable distress, and would have 
th if, at one ne, to] ~ . . 
she north, was as high as 20 per cent. ‘The bank of | furnished far better grounds than exist at present, 
‘he United States was instituted to correct this evil; for that gloomy representation of our condition which 
put, for causes which it is not necessary now to enu- | has been presented. Mr. Speaker has alluded to the 
merate. it did not, for some years, bring back the cur-| strong inclination Wwnich exists, or has existed, in va- 
yency of the country toa sound state. This depre-| rious parts of the country to Issue paper money, as 
ejation of the circulating currency, was so much, of ha proof of great existing difficulties. I regard it 
course, added to the nominal prices of commodities, | rather as & very productive cause of those difficul- 
and these prices, thus unnaturally high, seemed, to | ties; and the committee will not fail to observe, that 
those who looked only at the appearance, to indicate eer re is, at this moment, much the loudest complaint 
sreat prosperity. But such prosperity is more spe- | of distress precisely where there has been the great- 
cious thanreal. It would have been better, probably, | est attempt to relieve it by systems of paver credit. 
as the shock would have been less, if prices had fallen | And, on the other hand, content, prosperity and hap- 
sooner. Atlength, however, they fell; and as there is | piness, are most observable in those parts of the coun- 
little doubt that certain events in Europe had an in- | try, where there has been the least endeavor to ad- 
fuence in determining the time at which this fall | minister relief by law. In truth, nothing is so bain- 
should take place. I will advert shortly to some of the tul, so utterly ruinous to all true industry, as inter- 
rrincipal of those events. fering hace pr legal value of money, or attempting 
In May, 1819, the British house of commons decid- | to raise artiiicial standards to supply its place. Such 
har ae einen vole. that the resumption of | remedies suit well the spirit of extravagant specula- 
ae Savetute by the bank of England, should not be | Hon, but they sap the very foundation of all honest 
Preto | beyond the ensuing February. The re-| acquisition. By weakening the security of property, 
striction had been continued from time to time, and | they take away all motive for exertion. ' Their effect 
5 , hints ‘aanllinan is totransier property. Whenevera debt is allowed 
trom year to year, parliament alw ays pro essing to ‘ : . 4 
. : J 5 ; : - whonever | to be paid by any thing less valuable than the legal 
‘ook to the restoration of aspecie currency, whenever | b SS Vv g 
+ should be found practicable Having been. in | Currency im respect to which it was contracted, the 
it Sn eA . c = ? PT ax -_ teuran hoa e- , ° 
fuly, 1818, continued to July, 1819, it was understood ‘acme - lag the value of the paper giving in 
that, in the interim, the important question of the | PAy#ev tae : yy seep anet g re wag sao enim 
time at which cash payments should be resumed, | Property taken from one man and given to another, 
sea wart of 3 ,| by legislative enactment. When we talk, therefore 
should be finally settled. In the latter part of the | “- wetine indiiatre: 1 seineniaaa a first 
year "18, the circulation of the bank had been greatly | 0! Pro a _ a set us remember that the iret 
reduced, anda severe scarcity of money was felt in | Measure for : at end, is to secure it in its earnings; 
‘he London market. Such was the state of things in | t© assure it that it shall receive its own. Before we 
England. On the continent, other important events | rea ne eld car of raising te oa Ye on take care 
iook place. The French indemnity loan had been | a. mo mi iniger tin nes ble of b whol oe. 
segociated in the summer of 1818, and the proportion r ey nA =e rr ad as F rine Kon Pa ze 
of it belonging to Austria, Russia and Prussia, had | power wer th regard, Sir, BY pee heal 
veensold. This created an unusual demand for gold , C°emadle paper as she most prominent and deplora- 
and silver in these eastern statesof Europe. It has ' ble cause of whatever pressure still exists in the coun- 
neen stated, that the amount of the precious metals! ¥; and, further, I would put the question to the mem- 
rraneastenel me Austria and Russia in that year, was at bers of this committee, whether it is not from that 
tans 4 ; ‘ - gat . yn} rh } el 
east twenty millions sterling Other Jarge sums were | P@ tof the people who have tried this paper system, 
ent to Prussia and to Denmark. The effect of this 24 tried it to their cost, that this bill receives the 
wdden drain of svecie, felt first at Paris. was com- | ™0st earnest support? And I cannot forbear to ask, 
_— 9 < i at ‘ 7 mo ¥ ’ 3 ’ , 
municated to Amsterdam and Hamburg, and all other | Sema pro e ue eo does not oreccopge ather 
"tere ;from a general fecling of uneasiness under the pre- 
commercial places in the northof Europe. ter are 
sine P ty P sent condition of things, than fromthe clear percep- 
tion of any benefit which the measure itse]f can con- 
‘fer? Is notall expectation of advantage centered in e 


ura radi isort of vague hope, that change may produce relief? 
When the shock therefore came, and this violent} poebt certainly presses hardest, where prices have 


ce » - ‘ ‘ > — Pp | . . ’ 
pressure for money acted at the same moment on the | heen Jongest kept up by artificial means. ‘They find 


ontinent and in England, inflated and unnatural | the shock lichtest. who take it soonest; and fully be- 
prices could be keptup nolonger. A reduction took | tieve that, if those parts of the country which now 
place, which has been estimated to have been at least | ..gep most, had not augmented the force of the blow 
equal to a fall of 30, if not 40, percent. The depres- : 


; | by deferring it, they wonld have now been in a much 
sion was universaJ; and the change was felt in the | patter condition than theyare. We may assure our- 
United States severely, though noteqnally so in every | selves, once for all, sir, that there can be no such 
part of them. There are these, 1 am aware, who | nine as payment of debts by legislation. We mav¥ 
maintain that the events to which I have alluded did | gyotish debts. indeed: we may transfer property, by 
hot cause the great fall of prices; but*that fali was visionary and violent laws. But we deceive both 
natural and inevitable, from the previously existing | ourselves and constituents, if we flatter cither our- 
state of things, the abundance of commodities, and | cejyes or them, with the hope that there is any relief 
‘the wantof demand. But that would only prove that | against whatever pressure exists, but in economy ané 
the effeet was produced in another way, rather than | industry. ‘The depression of prices and the stagna- 
’y another cause. If these great and sudden calls} tion of’ business, ave been, in truth, the necessary 
‘or money did not reduce prices, but prices fell, as of | cesult of circumstances. No government could pre- 
themselves, to their natural state, still the result is vent them, and no government can altocether relieve 
the same; for we perceive that, after these new calls ° 
‘or money, prices could not be kept longer at their 


The paper system of England had certainly com- 
aminicated an artificial value to property. It had en- 
‘ouraged speculation, and excited overtrading — 


the people from their effect. We had enjoyed a day of 
extraordinary prosperity; we had been neutral while 
innatural height. the world was at war, and had found ‘a great demand 
About the time of these foreign events, our own | for our products, our navigation and our labor We 
nank system underwent a change; and all these ‘yee no rightto expect that that state of things would 





continue alwavs. YVith the return of peace, foreicr 
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plied with satisfactory grounds of judging in these 
various particulars. Who can tell> from any thing 


yet before the committee, whether the proposed duty 
what is the course of policy suited to our ac‘ual con-| be too high or too low, on any one article? Gentle. 


dition? Certainly it is not our wisdom to adopt any| men tell us, that they are in favor of domestic in. 
system that may be offered to us without examination,| dustry; so am I. They would give it protection: «& 
and in the blind.hope that whatever changes our con-| would I. But then all domestic industry is not cop. 
dition may improve it. Itis better that we should fined to manufactures. ‘The employments of agricu}- 

* Bear those ills we have, ture, commerce and navigation, are all branches o' 


ry) , 9 ° . F . 
’ Than to fly to others we Bane Sak ee the same domestic industry; they all furnish employ. 
We are bound to see that there is a fitness and an| ment for American capital, and American labor. 


aptitude in whatever measures may be recommended | And when the question is, whether new duties shal 
to relieve the evils that afflict us; and, before we} be Jaid, for the purpose of giving further encourage: 
adopt a system that professes to make great altera-| ment to particular manufactures. every reasonable 
tions, itis our duty to look carefully to each leading} man must ask himself, both, whether the proposed 
interest of the community, and see how it may pro-| new encouragement be necessary, and whether jt 
bably be affected by our proposed legislation. can be given without ivjustice te other branches o! 
And, in the first place, what is the condition of our) industry. : 
commerce? Here we must clearly perceive, that it! Jt is desirah}: .W, aiso, somewhat more dis 
is not enjoying that rich harvest which fell to its for-| tinetly, how U. proposed means will produce the in- 
tune during the continuance of the European wars.| tended eifect. One great object proposed, for exam. 
It has been greatly depressed, and limited to small! ple, is, the increase of the home market for the cor 
profits. Still, it is elastic and active, and seems) sumption of agricultural products. This certainly i: 
capable of recovering itselfin some measure from its/ much to be desired; but what provisions of the bil 
‘depression. The shipping interest, also, has suffered} are expected wholly, or principaliy, to produce thi: 
severely, stilk more severely, probably, than com-; js not stated. J would not suggest that some increase 
merce. If any thing should strike us with astonish-| of the home market may not follow, from the adoption 
ment, it is that the navigation of the United States) of this bill, but all its provisions have not an equai tex 
should be able tosustain itself. Without any govern-, dency to produce this effect. Those manufactures 
ment protection whatever, it goes abroad to challenge! which employ most labor, create, of courses most 
competition with the whole world; and, in spite of demand for articles of consumption; and those cre. 
all obstacles, ithas yet been able to maintain $00,000 ate least, in the production of which capital and 
tons in the employment of foreign trade. How, sir,! skill enter as the chief in:redicnts of cost. 1 can- 
do the ship owners and navigators accomplish this?’ not, sir, take this bill, merely because a committe: 
How is it that they are able to meet, and in some; has recommended it. I cannot espouse asi e, and 
measure overcome, universal competition? Not, sir, fight undera flag. I wholly repel the idea, that w 
by protection and bounties; but by unwearied exer- must take this law, or pass no law on the subject 
tion, by extreme economy, by unshaken perseverance, What should hinder us from exercising our ow! 
by that manly and resolute spirit which relies on, judgments upon these provisions, singly and severa)l) 
itself to protect itself. These causes alone enable! Who has the power to place ns, or why should we 
American ships still to keep their element, and shew: place ourselves, in acondition where we cannot git¢ 
the flag of their country in distantseas. Therates to every measure, that is distinct and separate in it- 
of insurance may teach us how thoroughly our ships, self, a separate and distinct consideration: Sir, | 
are built, and how skilfully and safely they are na-| presume no member of the committee will withhold 
vigated. Risks are taken, asI learn, from the United’ his assent from whathe thinks right, until others wi! 
States to Liverpool, at 1 per cent.; and from the’ yield their assent to what they think wrong. Thert 
United States to Canton and back, as low as 3 per! are many things in this bill acceptable, probably, « 
cent. But, when we look to the low rate of freight, ; the general sense of the house. Why should not these 
and when we consider, also, that the articles enter-| provisions be passed intoa law, and others left to be 
ing into the composition of a ship, with the exception, decided, upon their own merits, as a majority of th 
of wood, are dearer here than in other countries, we| house shall see fit? To some of these provisions | am, 
cannot but be utterly surprised, thatthe shipping in- | myself, decidedly’ favorabie; to others, I have grea: 
terest has been able to sustain itself at all. I need. objections;and1 should have been very glad of an op 
not say that the navigation of the country is essential) portunity of giving my own vote distinctly on prope 
to its honor, and its defence. Yet, instead of pro-| sitions which are, in their own nature, essential) 
posing benefit for it in this hour of its depression, we | and substantially distinct from one another. 
propose by this measure to lay upon it new and heavy | But, sir, before expressing my own opinion upos 
burthens. In the discussion, the other day, of that the several provisions of this bill, I will advert, for « 
provision of the bill which preposes to tax tallow for’: moment, to some other general topies. We har 
the benefit of the oil merchants and whalemen, we heard much of the policy of Engiand, and her exan~ 
had the pleasire of hearing cloquent eulogiums upon’ ple has been repeatedly urged upon us, as proving. 
that portion of our shipping employed in the whale: not only the expediency of encouragement and pre 
fishery, and strong statements of its importance to the tection, but of exclusion and direct prohibition ais: 
public interest. But the same bill preposessasevere I took occasion the other day to remark, that mor 
tax upon that interest for the benefit of the iron ma-' liberal notions were growing prevalent on this su 
nufacturer andthe hemp grower. So that the tallow ject; that the policy of restraints and prohibitions wa 
chandlers and soap boilers are sacrificed to the oil getting out of repute, as the true nature of commerce 
merchants, in order that these again may contribute became better understood; and that, among publ 
to the manufacturers of iron and the growers of. men, those most distinguished, were most decid : 
hemp. in their reprobation of the broad principle of exci 
If such be the state of cur commerce and naviga-' sion and prohibition. Upon the truth of this re 
tion, what is the condition of our home manufac- presentation, as matter of fact, 1 supposed thet 
tures? How are they amidst the general depression? could not be two opinions among those who had 0} 


nations would struggle for themselves, and enter into 
competition with us in the great objects of pursuit. 
Now, sir, what is the remedy for existing evils? 








j}o they veed further protection? and if any, how served the progress of political sentiment in othe! 

Gn ail these points, we have had much gene-| countries, and were acquainted with its present sial¢ 
ral «tate nent, but little precise information. In the; In this respect, however, it would seem, that I was 
very «-svorate speech of Mr. Speaker, we are not sup! greatly mistaken. We have heard it again and aga! 
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~ Jeclared, that the English government still adheres, ; restrictions, and to the wisdom of leaving much, (I 
these J with immovable firmness, to its old doctrines of pro-| do not say every thing, for that would not be true), 
thine JB pibition; that, although journalists, theorists and sci-! to the enterprize and the discretion of individuals. | 
Pd duty Mi entific writers, advance other doctrines, yet the prac-| should certainly not have taken up the time of the 
rentle. tical men, the legislators, the government of the | committee to state, at any length, the opinions of other 
tic in. J country, are too wise to follow them. It has even! governments, or of the public men of other coun- 
ON: g% been most sagaciously hinted, that the promulgation | tries, upon a subject like this; but an occasional re- 
t con. of liberal opinions on these subjects, is intended only | mark, made by me the other day, having been so di- 
gricy). for a delusion upon other nations, to cajole them into | rectly controverted, especially by Mr. Speaker, in 
hes of the folly of jiberal ideas, while England retains to, his observations yesterday, 1 must take occasion to 
ploy. herself all the benefits of the admirable old system of | refer to some proofs of whatI have stated. 
bor.~ prohibition. We have heard, from Mr. Speaker, a} What, then, is the state of English opinion? Ever 
$ sha] warm commendation of the complex mechanism of | body knows that, after the termination of the late 
urage. J this system. The British empire, it is said, is, in the | European war, there came a time of great pressure 
Hable rst place, to be protected against the rest of the; in England. Since her example has been quoted, 
posed world; then the British isles against the colonies; | let it be asked in what mode her government sought 
her jt next, the isles respectively against each other—Eng-! relief. Did it aim to maintain artificial and unna- 
hes land herself, as the heart of the empire, being pro-| tural prices? Did it maintain a swollen and extrava- 
tected most of all, and againstall. gant papercirculation? Did it carry further the laws 
re dis. Truly, sir, it appears to me, that Mr. Speaker’s! of prohibition and exclusion? Did it draw closer the . 
He in- inaginations has seen system, and order, and beauty, | cords of colonial restraint? No, sir; but precisely the 4) 
xX am- in that which is much more justly considered as the | reverse. Instead of relying on legislative contrivances i 
> COI result of ignorance, partiality or violence. This part| and artificial devices, it trusted to the enterprize and ; 
nly js of English legislation has resulted, partly from con- | industry of the people; which it sedulously sought to § 
ie bil sidering Ireland as a conquered country, partly from | excite, not by imposing restraint, but by removing it, i 
e this the want of a complete union, even with Scotland, | wherever its removal was practicable. In May, i 
Tease and partly from the narrow views of colonial regula- 1820, the attention of the government having been 
Ptioa tion, which, in early and uninformed periods, in-| much turned to the state of foreign trade, a distin- 
i ten- fluenced the European states. guished member* of the house of peers brought for- 
tures And, sir, I imagine, nothing would strike the pub-| ward a parliamentary motion upen that subject, fol- 
tu 0st lie men of England more singularly, than to find gen-| lowed by an ample discussion, and a full statement 
-cre & tlemen of real information, aud much weight, in the | of his own opinions. In the course of his remarks, 
anid councils of this country, expressing sentiments like | he observed, “That there ought to be no prohibitory 
can- these, in regard to the existing state of these English | “ duties, as such; for that it was evident, that where 
ittes laws. I have never said, indeed, that prohibitory | ‘a manufacture could not be carried on, ora pro- 
and laws did not exist in England; we all know they do; |‘ duction raised, but under the protection of a pro- 
t Wi nut, the question is, does she owe her prosperity and | “ hibitory duty, that manufacture, or that produce, 
ject vreatness to these laws? I venture to say, that such | “‘ecould not be brought to market but ata loss. In 
ow! ‘s not the opinion of the public men now in England, | “‘his opinion, the name of strict prohibition might, 
ally and the continuance of the laws, even without any | “therefore, in commerce, be got rid of altogether; 
We alteration, would not be evidence that their opinion | “ but he did not see the same objection to protecting 
give 's different from what I have represented it; because | ** duties, which, while they admitted of the introduc- 
a it ithe laws having existed long, and great interests hav- | “ tion of commodities from abroad, similar to those 
ir, | ing been built up on the faith of them, they cannot} ‘ which we ourselves manufactured, placed them so 
hold now be repeated, without great and overwhelming in- | “much on a level, as to allow a competition be- 
wi convenience. Because a thing has been wrongly |‘‘ tween them.” No axiom,” he added, “was more 
here done, it does not therefore follow that it can now be |‘ true than this: that it was by growing what the 
yi undone; and this is the reason, as ] understand it, | ‘‘ territory of a country could grow most cheaply, 
nese upon which exclusion, prohibition and monopoly, | “‘and by receiving from other countries what it could 
> be are suffered to remain in any degree in the English | “‘ not produce except at too great an expense, that 
the system; and for the same reason, it will be wise in us | “ the greatest degree of happiness was to be commu- 
ain to take our measures, on all subjects of this kind, | “ nicated to the greatest extent of population.” In 
ren with great caution. We may not be able, but at the | assenting to the motion, the first minister} of the 
Op- hazard of much injury to individuals, hereaiter to re- | crown expressed his own opinion of the great advar- 
pe & trace our steps. And yet, whatever is extravagant, | tage resulting from unrestricted freedom of trade. 
al} or unreasonable, is not likely to endure. There may | “Of the soundness of that general principle,” he ob- 
come a momentof strong re-action; and if no mode-| served, “1 can entertain no doubt. IT can entertain 
pon vation be shewn in laying on duties, there may be!‘ no doubt of what would have been the great ac- 


tittle scruple in taking them off. It may here be ob- | “ vantages to the civilized world, if the system of un- 
served, that there is a broad and marked distinction | “ restricted trade had been acted upon by every na- 
between entire prohibition, and reasonable en- |‘ tion, from the earliest period of its commercial in- 
ig couragement. It is one thing, by duties or taxes on} tercourse with its neighbers. If to those advar- 


ro- foreign articles, to awaken a home competition | “tages there could have been any exceptions, I am 
Si iu the production of the same articles; it is ano-| “ persuaded that they would have been but few; and, 


er thing to. remove all competition by a total ex-| “Jam also persuaded that the cases, to which they 
clusion of the foreign articles; and it is quite |“ would have referred, would not have been, in them- 
yas another thing still, by total prohibition, to raise at] “selves, connected with the trade and commerce of 
ce home, manufactures not suited to the climate, the|“*England. But we are now in a situation in which, 
‘i nature of the country, or the state of the population. | «1 will not say that a reference to the principle of 
These are substantial distinctions; and, alihough it |“ unrestricted trade can be,of no use, because such a 
ie may not be easy, in every case, to determine which of | “ reference may correct erroneous reasoning—but in 

them applies to a given article, yet the distinctions ke which it is impossible for us, or for any country in 
themselves exist, and, in most cases, will be sufi- | ‘the world, but the Limted States of America, to act 
- ciently clear to indicate the true course of policy; |‘ unreservedly on that principle. The commercial 
| and, unless I have greatly mistaken the prevailing | “regulations of the European world have been Jong 
sentiment in the couneil]s of England, it ere Grea. | ee eemenasunr ami see 
lay more and more favorable to the diminution of *Lord Lansdowne. tLord Liverpool. 
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“‘established, and cannot suddenly be departed 
“from.” Having supposed a proposition to be made 
to England, by a foreign state, for free commerce 
and intercourse, and an unrestricted exchange of 
agricultural products, and of manufactures, he pro- 
ceeds to abserve: “It would be impossible to accede 
‘*to such a proposition. We have risen to our pre- 
“‘sent greatness under a different system. Some 
“‘suppose that we have risen in consequence of that 
“system; others, of whom I am one, believe that we have 
“risen in SPITE OF THAT SYSTEM. But, whichever of 
‘these hypotheses be true, certain it is, that we have 
‘‘risen under a very different system than that of 
‘“‘ free and unrestricted trade. It isutterly imposible, 
“with our debt and taxation, even if they were but 


‘‘half their existing amount, that we can suddenly | effects would thereby be occasioned. ‘But,’ he ob- 
‘‘adopt the system of free trade.” Lord Ellenbo-| «serves, “with respect to silk, that manufacture in 
rough, in the same debate, said, ‘‘That he attributed &. this kingdom is so completely artificial, that an 
‘* the general distress, then existing im Europe, to the | “ attempt to introduce the principles of free trade, 
‘¢ regulations that had taken place since the destruc-|“ with reference to it, might put an end to it al- 
‘tion of the French power. Most of the states on |‘ together. ! allow that the silk manufacture is not 
“the continent had surrounded themselves as with!“ natural to this country. J wish we had never had « 
‘walls of brass, to inhibit intercourse with other | « silk manufactory. 1 allow that itis natural in France, 
“states. Intercourse was prohibited, even in dis-}« 
‘‘ tricts of the same state, as was the case in Austria |< 
“and Sardinia. Thus, though the taxes onthe people | « 
‘had been lightened, the severity of their condition | 
‘had been increased. He believed that the discon-, 
‘tent which pervaded most parts of Europe, and es- | 
** pecially Germany, was more owing to commercial ‘‘ lation, consisting, | believe, of about 50,000 per- 
“ restrictions, than to any theoretical doctrines on 1 ** sons engaced in our silk manufacture, I can only 
‘‘ government; and thata free communication among | “say, that ene of the few points in which I totally 
‘* them would domore to restore tranquility, than any | « disagree with the proposer of the motion, is the 
‘‘other step that could be adopted. He objected to} expediency, under existing circumstances, of hold- 
‘‘ all attempts to frustrate the benevolent intentions of | ** ing out any idea, that it would be possible to relin- 
‘Providence, which had given to various countries; ‘ quish the silk manufacture, and to provide for 
‘« various wants, in order to bring them together. He | ‘‘ those who live by it, by parliamentary enactment. 
‘‘ objected to it as antisccial; he objected to it, as}“Whatever objections there may be to the continu- 
‘making commerce the means of barbarising, in-|‘‘ance of the protecting system, I repeat, that it is 
‘‘stead of enlightening nations. The state of the(« impossible altogether to relinquish it I may re- 
‘‘ trade with France was the most disgraceful to both be. egret that the system was ever commenced; but as I 
“countries; the two greatest civilized nations of the | cannot recal that act, I must submit to the incon- 
“world, placed ata distance of scarcely twenty miles | « yenience by which it is attended, rather than ex- 
‘‘ from each other, had contrived, by their artificial | « pose the country to evils of greater magnitude.”’ 
‘‘ regulations, to reduce their commerce with each | Let it be remembered, sir, that these are not the sen- 
“other toamere nullity.” Every member, speaking | timents of a theorist, nor the fancies of speculation: 
on this occasion, agreed in the general sentiments,|but the operative epinions of the first minister of 
favorable to unrestricted intercourse, which had thus’ England, acknowledged to be one of the ablest and 
been advanced; one of them rernarking, at the con-! most practical statesman of his country. Sir, gen- 
clusion of the debate, that ‘tthe principles of free | tiemen could have hardly been more unfortunate than 
‘trade, which he was happy to sce so fully recog-|in the selection of the silk manufacture in England, 
es nised, were of the utmost consequence; for, ihouch, las an example of the beneficial effects of that system 
‘‘in the present circumstances of the country, a free iwhichthey wouldrecommend. Itis,in the langnage 
‘trade was unattainable, yet tieir task hereaiter was! which I have quoted, completely artificial. It has 
“¢to approximate to it. Considering the prejudices | been sustained by I know not how many laws, break- 
‘‘and interests which were opposed to the recogni-} ing in upon the plainest principles of general expedi- 
‘tion of that principle, it was no small indication of |ency. At the last session of parliament, the manu- 
‘‘ the firmness and liberality of government, to have | facturers petitioned for the repeal of three or four of 
** so fully conceded it.” these statutes, complaining of the vexations restric- 
Sir, we have seen, in the course of this diseussion, | tions which they impose on the wages of labor; set- 
that several gentlemen have expressed their high ad-|ting forth, that a great variety of orders has, from 
miration of the sitk manufucture of England. Its|time to time, been issued by magistrates, under the 
commendation was begun, | think, by the honorable | authority of these laws, interfering, in an oppressive 
member from Vermont, who sits near me; who thinks | manner, with the minutest details of the manufac- 

ture: such as limiting the number of threads to an 


that that alone gives conclusive evidence of the be- 
nefits produced by attention to manufactures, inas-|inch; restricting the widths of many sorts of work; 
vand determining the quantity of labor not to be ex- 


much as it is a great source of wealth to the nation, 

and has amply repaid ail the cost of its protection. | ceeded without extra wages: that, by the operation of 
Mr. Speaker’s approbation of this part of the English | these laws, the rates of wages, instead of being lef: 
example, was still warmer. Now, sir, it does so; to the recognized principles of regulation, has been 
happen, that both these gentlemen differ very wide- | arbitrarily fixed by persons whose ignorance renders 
ly on this point, from the opinions entertained in} them incompetent to a just decision; that masters 
engiand, by persons of the first rank, both of know-| are compelled by law to pay an equal price for all 
ledge and of power. In the debate, to which I have | work, whether well or iil performed; and that they 
already referred, the proposer of the motion urged |are totally prevented the use of improved machinery, 
the expediency of providing for the admisston oi the ,it being ordered, that work, in the weaving of which 


silks of France tate Mnaland... “He was aware.”’ he |machinery ts employed, shall be paid precisely at the 








—e | 


said, ‘‘that there was a poor and industrious bod, 
‘‘of manufacturers, whose interest must suffer by 
“such an arrangement; and, therefore, he felt tha 
‘it would be the duty of parliament to provide fo, 
“the present gencration, by a large parliamentary 
“rant. It was conformable to every principle of sound 
‘* justice to do so, when the interests of a particular 
‘class were sacrificed to the good of the whole.” In 
answer to these observations, lord Liverpool said 
that, with reference to several branches of manufac- 
tures, time, and the change of circumstances, had 
rendered ihe system of protecting duties merely 
nominal; and that, in his opinion, if all the protect- 
ing laws which regarded both the wollen and cotton 
manufactures, were to be repealed, no injurious 
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country adhered exclusively to that manufacture, 
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‘France becn exchanged for British cottons. But! 
must look at things as they are; and when I con- 
sider the extent of capital, and the immense popu- 
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I allow that it might have been better, had each— 


in which cach is superior; and had the silks of 
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same rate as if done by hand; that these acts have fre-| They have relaxed their colonial system, they have 
quently given rise to the most vexatious regulations, | opened the ports of their islands, and have done away 
the unintentional breach of which has subjected} the restriction which limited the trade of the colony 
manufacturers to rninous penalties, and that, the in-| to the mother country. Colonial products can now 
troduction of all machinery being prevented, by, be carried directly from the islands to any part of 
which labor might be cheapened, and the manufactu-| Europe; and it may not be improbable, considering 
rers being compelled to pay ata fixed price, under all| our own high duties on spirits, that that article may 
circumstances, they are prevented from affording! be exchanged hereafter by the English West India 
employment to their workmen, in times of stagnation, colonies, directly, for the timber and deals of the 
of trade, but are compelled to stop theirlooms. And} Baltic. 

finally, they complain, that notwithstanding these! It may be added that Mr. Lowe, whom the gentle- 
grievancies under which they labor, while carrying; man has cited, says, that nobody supposes that the 
on their manufacture in London, the law still prohi-| three great staples of English manufactures, cotton, 
bits them, while they continue to reside there, from woollen and hardware, are benefitted by any existing 
employing any portion of their capital in the same, protecting duties; and that one object of all these 
business in any other part of the kingdom, where it; protecting laws is usually overlooked, and that is, 
might be more beneficially conducted. Now, sir,| that they have been intended to reconcile the various 
absurd as these laws must appear to be toevery man, | interests to taxation: the corn law, for example, be- 
the attempt to repeal them did not, as far as I recoi-{| ing designed as some equivalent to the agricultural 
lect, altogether succeed. The weavers were too nu-j| intercst for the burden of tithes and of poor rates. 
merous, their interests too great, or their prejudices; In fine, sir, I think it is clear, that, if we now em- 
too strong; and this notable instance of protection; brace the system of prohibitions and restrictions, we 
and monopoly still exists, to be lamented in Engiand, | shall shew an affection for what others have diseard- 
with as much sincerity as it seems to be admired, ed, and be attempting to ornament ourselves with 
here. | cast off apparel. 

In order further to shew the prevailing sentiment! -Sir, I should not have gone into this prolix detail of 
of the English government, { would refer to a repert| Opinions from any consideration of their special im- 
of a select committee of the house of commons, at the! portance on the present occasion; but, having happen- 
head of which was the vice president of the board of | ed to state, that such was the actual opinion of the go- 
trade, (Mr. Wallace), in July, 1820. “The time,” say | vernment of England at the present time, and the ac- 
that committee, ‘“‘when monopolies could be success-| curacy of this representation having been so confi- 
‘fully supported, or would be patiently endured, dently denied, 1 have chosen to put the matter be- 
‘either in respect to subjects against subjects, or) yond doubt or cavil, although at the expense of these 
‘‘ particular countries against the rest of the world, tedious cifations. I shall have oceasion, hereafter, 
‘‘ seems to have passed away. Commerce, to conti-| of referring more particularly to sundry recent Bri- 
‘* nue undisturbed and secure, must be, as it was in-| tish enactments, by way of shewing the diligence and 

‘tended to be, a source of reciprocal amity between | spirit with which that government strives to sustain 
‘nations, and an interchange of productions, to pro-| its navigating interest, by opening the widest possi-~ 
* note the industry, the wealth and the happiness, of ble range to the enterprize of individual adventurers. 
‘mankind ” In moving for the re-appointment of the | | repeat, that I have not alluded to these examples of 
commiuitee, in February, 1823, the same gentleman} a foreign state as being fit to control our own policy. 
said, “‘We must also get rid of that feeling of ap-}in the general principle, I acquiesce. Protection, 
‘‘ propriation, which exhibited itself in a disposition; When carried to the point which is now recommend- 
‘to produce every thing necessary for our own con-| ed, that is, to entire prohibition, seems to me, dé- 
‘sumption, and to render ourselves independent of | structive of all commercial intercourse between na- 
‘‘the world. No notion could be more absurd or mis-| tions. We are urged to adopt the system upon gene- 
‘‘chievous; it led, even in peace, to an animosity and | ral principles; and what would be the consequence 
‘‘rancour, greater than existed in time of war. Un-/ of the universal application of such a general princi- 
‘ doubtedly there would be great prejudices to com-| ple, but that nations would abstain entirely from all 
., bat, both in this country and elsewhere, in the at-{ Intercourse with one another? I do not admit the 
‘tempt to remove the difhculties which are most ob-! general principle; on the contrary, I think freedom 
“noxious. It would be impossible to forget the at-| of trade to be the general principle, and restriction 
‘tention which was in some respects due to the pre-| the exception. And it is for every state, taking into 
‘“ sent system of protections; although that attention | View its own condition, to judge of the propricty, in 
‘ ought certainly not to be carried beyond the abso-/ any case, of making an exception, constantly prefer- 
‘lute necessity of the case.” And ina second report} ing, as i think all wise govornments will, not to de- 
of the committee, drawn by the same gentleman, in] part, without urgent reason, from the general rule. 
ihat part of it which proposes a diminution of duties} There is another point in the existing policy et 
on timber from the north of Europe, and the policy of | England, to which I would most earnestly invite the 
giving a legislative preference to the importation of} attention of the committee; 1 mean the warehouse 
such ‘timber in the log, and a discouragement of the system, or what we usually call the system of draw- 
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importation of deals, it is stated that the committce 
reject this policy, because, among other reasons, it is 
‘‘ founded on a principle of exclusion, which they are 
‘most averse to see brought into operation, in any 
‘new instance, without the warrant of some evident 
‘and great political expediency.”’ And on many stibse- | 
quent oeeasions, the same gentleman has taken occa- 
sion to observe, that he differed from those who 
thoncht that manufactures could not flourish without 
restrictions on trade; that old prejudices of that sort 
were dying away, and that more liberal and just senti- 
ments were taking their place. ‘These sentiments ap- 
pear to have been followed by important legal provi- 
sions, calculated to remove restrictions and prohibi- 
tions, where they were most severely felt; that is to 
ay, in several branches of navigation and trade. | 





back. Very great prejudices appear to me to exist 
with us on that subject. We seem averse to the ex- 
tension ofthe principle. The English government, on 
the contrary, appear to have carried it to the extreme 
of liberality. They have arrived, however, at their 
present opinions, and present practice, by slow de- 


igrees. The transit system was commenced about the 


year 1803; but the first law was partial and limitec. 
It admitted the importation of raw materials for ex- 
poriation, but it excluded almost every sort of manu- 
factured goods. This was done for the same reaso:: 
that we prepose to prevent the transit of Canadian 
wheat through the United States—the fear of aiding 
the competition of the foreign article with our own. 
in foreign markets. Better reflection, or more ex- 
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nerience, has incuced them to abandon that mode 4 
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reasoning, and to consider all such means of influenc- 
ing foreign markets as nugatory: since, in the present 
active and enlightened stale of the world, nations 
will supply themselves from the best sources, and the 
true policy of all producers, whether of raw mate- 
rials, or of manufactured articles, is, not vainly to 
endeavor to keep other venders out of the market, 
but to conquer them in it, by the quality and the 
cheapness of their articles. The present policy of 
England, therefore, is, to allure the importation of 
of commodities into England, there to be deposited in 
English warehouses, thence to be exported in as- 
sorted cargoes, and thus enabling her to carry ona 
general export trade to all quarters of the globe. 
Articles of all kinds, with the single exception of 
tea, may be brought into England, from any part of 
the world, in foreign as well as British ships, there 
war” ‘ged, and again exported, at the pleasure of 
the « . wer, without the payment of any duty, or go- 
vernn, nt charge whatever. 

While Lam upon this subject, I would take notice 
also of the recent proposition in the English parlia- 
ment to abolish the tax on imported wool; and it is 
observable, that those who support this proposition, 
give the same reasons as have been offered here, with- 
in the last week, against the duty which we propose 
on the same article. They say, thet their manufac- 
turers require a cheap and coarse wool, for the sup- 
ply of the Mediterranean and Levant trade, and 
that, without a more free admission of the wool of 
the continent, that trade wili all fall into the hands 
of the Germans and italians, who will carry it 
on through Leghorn and Trieste. While there is 
this duty on foreign wool to protect the wool-growers 


of England, there is, ou the other hand, a prohibition | 
on the exportation of the native article, in aid of tlic | 


manufacturers. The opinion seems to be gaining 


. strength, that the true policy is to abolish both. 


Laws have long existed in England, preventing the 
emigration of artisans, and the exportation of ma- 
chinery; but the policy of these, also, has become 
doubted, and an inquiry has been instituted in par- 
jiament into the expediency of repealing them. As 
to the emigration of artisans, say those who dis- 
approve the laws, if that were desirable, no law 
could effect it; and, as to the exportation of ma- 
chinery, let us fabricate and export it, as we would 
any other commodity. If France is determined to 
spin and weave her own cotton, let us, if we may, 
still have the benefit of furnishing the machinery. 

I have stated these things, sir, to shew what seems 
to be the general tone of thinking and reasoning on 
these subjects in that country, the example of which 
has been so much pressed upon us. 
present policy of England be right or wrong, wise or 
unwise, it cannot, as it seems clearly to me, be 
quoted as an authority for carrying further the re- 
strictive and exclusive system, either in regard to 
manufactures or trade. ‘To re-establish a sound cur- 
rency, to meet at once the shock, tremendous as it 
was, of the fall of prices, to enlarge he:\capacity for 
foreign trade, to open wide the field of individual en- 
terprize and competition, and to say, plainly and dis- 
tinctly, that the country must relieve itself from the 
embarrassments which it felt, by economy, frugality 
and renewed efforts of enterprize; these appear to be 
the general outline of the policy which England has 
pursued. 

Mr. Chairman: I will say a few words upon a topic, 
but, for the introduction of which, into this debate, I 
should not have given the committee, on this occa- 
sion, the trouble of hearing me. Some days ago, I 
believe it was when we were settling the controversy 
between the oil merchants and the tallow chandlers, 
the balance of trade made its appearance in debate, 
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and I must confess, sir, that I spoke of it, or rather 
spoke to it, somewhat freely and irreverently. 1 be- 
lieve I used the hard names which have been imputed 
tome; and! did itsimply for the purpose of laying the 
spectre, and driving it back to its tomb. Certainly, 
sir, when I called the old notion on this subject non- 
sense, I did not suppose that I should offend any one, 
unless the dead should happen to hear me. All the 
living generation, I took it for granted, would think 
the term very properly applied. In this, however, I 
was mistaken. The dead and the living rise up to- 
gether to call me to account, and 1 must defend my- 
self as well as T arm able. 

Let us inquire, then, sir, what is meant by an un- 
favorable balance of trade, and what the argument is, 
draws from that source. By an unfavorable balance 
of trade, | understand, is meant that state of things in 
which importation exceeds exportation. To apply 
it to our own case, if the value of goods imported 
exceed the value of those exported, then the balance 
of trade is said to be against us, inasmuch as we have 
run in debt to the amount of this difference. There- 
fore, it is said, that, if a nation continue long in a 
commerce like this, it must be rendered absolutely 
bankrupt. It isin the condition of a man that buys 
more than he sells; and how can such a traffic be 
maintained without ruin? Now, sir, the whole fallacy 
of this argument consists in supposing that, whenever 
the value of imports exceeds that of exports, a debt is 
necessarily created to the extent of the difference: 
whereas, ordinarily, the import is no more than the 
result of the export, augmented in value by the labor 
of transportation. The excess of imports over ex- 
ports, in truth, usually shows the gains, not the losses 
of trade; or, in a country that not only buys and sells 
goods, but employs ships in carrying goods also, it 
shows the profits of commerce, and the earnings of 
navigation. Nothingis more certain than that, in the 
usual course of things, and taking a series of years 
together, the value of our imports is the aggregate of 
our exports and our freights. If the value of com- 
modities, imported in a given case, did not exceed the 
value of the outward cargo, with which they were pur- 
chased, then it would be clear to every man’s common 
sense, that the voyage had not been profitable. If 
such commodities fel] far short in value of the cost of 
the outward cargo, then the voyage would be a very 
losing one; and yetit would present exactly that state 
of things, which, according to the notion of a balance 
of trade, can alone indicate a prosperous commerce. 
On the other hand, if the return cargo were found to be 
worth much more than the outward cargo, while the 
merchant, having paid for the goods exported, and all 
the expenses of the voyage, finds a handsome sum yet 
inhishands, which he calls profits, the balance of trade 
is still against him, and, whatever he may think of it, 
he is in a very bad way. Although one individual, 
or all individuals gain, the nation loses; while all its 
citizens grow rich, the country grows poor. This is 
the doctrine of the balance cf trade. Allow me, sir, to 
give an instance tending to shew how unaccountably 
individuals deceive themselves, and imagine them- 
selves to be somewhat rapidly mending their condi- 
tion, while they ought to be persuaded that, by that 
infallible standard, the balance of trade, they are on the 
high road to ruin. Some yeurs ago, in better times 
than the present, a ship left one of the towns of New 
England with 70,000 specie dollars. She proceeded 
to Mocha, on the Red. Sea, and there laid out these 
dollars in coifee, drugs, spices, &e. With this new 
cargo she procceced to Europe; two thirds of it were 
sold in Holland for $130,000, which the ship brought 
back, and placed in the same bank, from the vaults 
of which she had taken her original outfit. The other 





third was sent to the ports of the Mediterranean, and 
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